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Mr. ADAMS, who wished to make an inquiry said that, on that day, and in the communication 


of the chairman of the Committee of Ways and || then read, the commanding General on that fron- 
Means, or the chairman of the Committee of For- | 
eign Affairs. He wished to know, in the first 
lace, whether either of them, or whether the 
xecutive Departments, had in their possession 
the report of General Santa Anna tothe Mexican 
Government, upon which comments of a New 
York editor had been read? because it appeared 
to him to be a much more important paper than 
the commentary upon it by the editor of a New | 
York paper. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG stated that he had not | 
asked for the reading of that paper, and had only 
alluded to it to show that, by the intelligence from | 
Mexico of General Santa Anna’s calling for five || military power, and had not the House been 
thousand men and two hundred officersgin addi- | called upon to acknowledge the independence of 
tion to his army already in Texas, it was neces- || that State, which was at war with acountry with 
sary to have a strong force upon our frontier, || whom the United States were at peace, and in the 
because the people of Texas must éventually be 
driven to the frontier, and unless there was a || 
force there to protect that frontier it might be | 
invaded by a hostile army. | 
Mr. ADAMS said there was another question | 
which he wished to ask, which was, whether the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
could inform the House of the part performed by 
the Mexican Minister in the most important con- 
ference with him by the Secretary of State, which 
had been laid before the House alone; and what 
the reasons were which had prevented the other | 
part of the conference from being presented to | 
the House? He wished to know whether the 
Mexican Minister had stood mute, and said || become one of the States of this Umion, he begged 
nothing, when the Secretary of State announced |! leave to declare off from that reception. He 
to him what had been read to the House? He || would be for receiving no such addition to the 
wished to know if there was any communication || United States. It was important that Congress 
from the Mexican Minister to be given hereafter | 
in relativn to this ee important conference? He | 
asked this question the more readily, because it | 
seemed to him that there was a most extraordi- 
nary power given by the Executive to the com- 
manding General to cross the line between the 
United States and Mexico; that was to commit 
an act of hostility—to make war upon her. This 
was virtually giving the commanding General the 
power to make war, and this information was 
given to the Mexican Minister by the Secretary 
of State. || fied to see in the instructions this order for the 
Did the Mexican Minister submit to this? If || preservation of the neutrality more than once re- 
he had submitted to it—if he had said nothing | 
when he received this communication, there was | 
another consideration involved relating to the | 
constitutional power, as to the authority given | 
to the commanding General to commit acts of 
hostility without a communication being made to 
Congress by the Executive. 
They had, then,(said Mr. A.,) the first intima- 
tion of this state of things, excepting some mys- | 


which was the first intimation given to the House 
of the difficulties existing between the United 
| States and the Republic or sovereign State of 
| Mexico. It seemed to him that more communi- 
cations were necessary upon this subject. What 
were the difficulties existing in that quarter? They 
had seen citizens of the United States go into the 
territory of Mexico, establishing themselves there, 
and making war. 





another consideration which made it necessary 
to look into this war, before we engaged in it. 
If he had been rightly informed, and he pro- 
fessed to have no information except from the 


that it was a resistance against the abolition of 


war to establish that slavery which had been abol- 
ished. Now if this was the case, and if the ac- 
knowledgment of the independence of Texas was 





»rocured. The paper which had been read [New 

ork Courier and Enquirer] was a journal which 
had been stimulating the people of the United 
States to embark in the cause of Texas; and they 


to be sure, contrary to the orders given by the 





een a little more consistent, and particularly the 
order allowing him to invade the territory of 
another Government. He hoped that, whatever 
might be done on this subject, Congress would 
take care that the neutrality should be preserved. 
Mr. PEYTON had heard the remarks of the 


terious words from the chairman of the Commit- | 
the of Ways and Means, some days since, when | 
he had told them in a very mysterious manner || subject of the abolition of slavery u 
that they were in all probability on the eve of || tion was to him extraordinary. 
war with Mexico; sok that gentleman, at that 

time, had told them very truly that they would 
have little trouble in disposing of their surplus 
funds if this war was to break out. 

They might dispose of all their surplus funds, | 
if they were to enter into a war with Mexico; and 
that bill gave indications ofits being a war proposi- || flections for a moment. 
tion. He did not, however, mean to say that it | 
was not proper, and he did not mean to say that | 
he would not be disposed to go into a war with | 
Mexico, or any other country, when the rights, 
the interests, and the honor of the nation required 
it. But he saw something more than the defense 
ofthe frontier in this. He saw the authority | 
granted to invade another territory; and he wished 
‘to know whether the Mexican Minister assented 
to this and acquiesced in it? He did not desire this 
for the purpose of delaying the appropriation, for 
if the frontier was in danger, he oan make the 
appropriation let it be what it might; but if there 
was more lete and perfect communications 
they ought to be transmitted by the Executive. He | 
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mind, surely when they asked for the considera- 
tion of a question which involved the lives, the 


of the defenseless women and children on our 


The gentleman had 
seen, too, in the conduct of the President and 
commanding General, great cause of alarm. He 


The gentleman might have been silent on this 
subject, for the power conferred upon the com- 
manding General was not to make war, but to 
preserve peace. The gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, living remote from such scenes as were 
enacted on the frontier, and knowing them but 
by hearing, had not before his mind that vivid 
picture which western gentlemen had, who had 
seen some of the scenes of savage warfare enacted. 
He hoped the gentleman weuld not find in an 
imaginary line, in time of war, anything to make 








tier was authorized to invade a foreign nation; |! 


That very war, upon which 
they had heard such lamentable appeals made, || 
was carried on by her own citizens; and a late | 
member of that House was at the head of the | 


public prints, this was a war of Texas to estab- | 
| lish slavery in the Republic of ‘Texas, which had | 
| been banished by the United Mexican States; | 


had seen that a great meeting had been held at | 
New York on this subject; and one of the leading | 
men in that meeting was a confidential officer of | 
the Government of the United States. This was, | 


gentleman from Massachusetts with no less aston- | 
ishment than deep mortification. ‘That that gen- | 
tleman had deemed it expedient to introduce the | 
on this ques- | 
Hewes that | 
subject might have pressed upon that gentleman’s | 


property, and the security from savage butchery | 


frontier, he might have withheld his abolition re- | 


had seen intrusted in the hands of the command- 
ing General, the power of making peace or war. | 


i 


] 


? 
| 
} 
| 
| 


it necessary foran army to pause upon the boun- 
dary, while the enemy were embod ying and call- 
ing in the aid of savage allies. A Republicindeed! 
It was a misnomer to cal] Mexico a Republic. It 


| was governed by a military despot, who had 


i 


trampled under foot the liberties of the people. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts seemed to be 
displeased, because, forsooth, some gentiemen 
who had once been citizens of the United States 


| were engaged in the struggle for libertyin Texas. 
| Nothwithstandinge that the Mexican General was 


very act of making a treaty with? There was || 


|| make an appropriation. 


pursuing and murdering those people, and carry- 
ing on an unparalleled savage warfare, the gentie- 
man seemed to think that it was improper to 
have a force upon the frontieysufficient to compel 
our neutrality to be respected’ When the savages 
should be burning the houses of the citizens of 
the frontier, and murdering defenseless women 
and children, the gentleman would stop to hear 
what the Mexican Minister would think of Gen- 
eral Gaines crossing the line, before he would 
Mr. P. would neither 


\|, ask the Mexican nor any other Minister, what 


slavery by Mexico, and that Texas was making | 


to be followed by an application to admit her to |) 


should have all the information which could be || 


President of the United States; and he was grati- | 


| peated; and he should have been glad if the other | 
pee of the instructions to General Gaines had | 


| 
' 
i 
} 
, 


| 


| 
| 


| discussion of this matter. 








they should do when American citizens were’ in 
danger from Santa Anna and his Indian allies. 
He would say to General Gaines, take your posi- 
tion in spite of the Mexican Minister. On this 


| side of the imaginary line there might not be a 


suitable position to take, while on the other might 


|| be an important and strong hold; yet the gentle- 


man from Massachusetts says, if you go to take 
that position, you make war upon a sovereign 
Republic. With regard to the subject of aboli- 
tion, which the gentleman had introduced, he 
thought it was an improper time and an improper 
place to discuss that subject. He was opposed 
| to the committee rising; and he did not wish to 
delay them with any useless discussion. He was 
in favor of voting, before the setting of the sun, 
an appropriation of a million of dollars, or more 
if itwas wanting. He would say to gentlemen, 
withhold not your money, when at this very mo- 
ment the best blood on the frontier might be run- 
ning in streams upon the ground. 

Mr. HAMER said the instructions to General 
Gaines were certainly misunderstood. The in- 
structions were that he should go past the line 
claimed by Mexico, but under no circumstances 
to go beyond the line claimed by the United 
States. 

Mr. BELL thought, from the specimens they 
had just heard, that they were to have a lengthy 
He thought the most 
discreet plan would be to vote the appropriation. 
He understood that there were no instructions to 
go beyond the undisputed boundary, and that, 
whenever a decision was to be made as to the 
boundary, if it should be decided against the 
United States, the commanding general was im- 
mediately to cross within our own territory. He 
considered they were called upon for the appro- 
priation by the peculiar state of affairs on the 
frontiers. If the Texans should be driven to the 
frontier of the United States, unless there was a 
force sufficient to check the Mexicans, they might 
even overrun our Territory fo the banks of the 
Mississippi. The Mexicans had some cause to 
feel a hostility to a portion of the citizens of the 
United States, who had entered Texas and en- 
gaged in the struggle going on there; but that 
was no reason that measures should be taken, not 
only against those persons, but against the people 
of the entire West. He called upon gentlemen at 
this stage of the question to consider whether it 
would not be most prudent to vote this prelimin- 
ary appropriation to arm the frontier, and to pro- 
vide against any possible contingency, and then 
to discuss the matter on some other propo®ton 
which might be brought forward hereafter. Was 
there a gentleman who would pause at that hour, 
when there was not only a possibility, buta strong 

robability, of a war upon our frontier, which 
liad no fortifications and ng barriers to check the 
progress of a victoriousarmy? It seemed to him 
that they should have a full explanation of this 
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subject from the Executive; but he would receive 
those communications hereafter, at a time when 
he could examine them with greater deliberation 
than at present. ° 





Mr. ADAMS replied to the gentleman from 


South Carolina, [Mr. ‘THompson. | 
plained that, upon several occasions, when gentle- 
men had risen apparently for the purpose of 
refuting bis arguments, they had indulged in 
ersonalities towards himself—in attacks upon 
Fim as anindividual. He had heretofore listened 
to them in silence, deeming that he had no right 


He com- | 


to occupy the time of the House with subjects | 


that interested himself only. 


The gentleman had stated that Mr. A. was | 


about to oppose this —— 
had not opposed it, but had said that he thought 
more executive informations should have been 
sent to the House before they acted on it. 
had also asked the question whether any answer 
was made by the Mexican Minister to the com- 
munication made 
State; and if so, what that answer was, or if that 
minister had remained mute? 

The gentleman from South Carolina had charged 
Mr. A. with a desire to introduce the question of 
the abolition of slavery in this country en that 
floor. Now, he said nothing about the abolition 
of slavery in the United States, and he wished to 
say nothing about it. 
thought proper to go back and charge Mr. A. 
(although he did not impuce dishonorable motives 
to Mr. A., but said that some among his [Mr. 
W. Tuompson’s] constituents did) with the sole 
responsibility of the treaty by which the bound- 
ary between the United States and Mexico was 


Now, he | 
He | 


to him by our Secretary of | 


The gentleman had also |! 


| take no step, nor sanction any principle, the effect | 


settled, and by which Texas was recognized as | 


belonging to the latter Power. In reply to this 
charge, he would inform the gentleman that he 
negotiated that treaty under the eye and under 


the instructions of James Monroe, then President | 


of the United States, and himself a slaveholder. 
Every line of that treaty was negotiated by Mr. 
Monroe’s order; and let Mr. A. tell the commit- 
tee that he was the last, the very last man in that 
Administration who consented to the treaty; nay 
more, that he was the only man in the Adminis- 
tration who was for holding on to Texas. He 
mentioned also another fact: The present Chief 


Magistrate of the United States being in the city .| 


at the time, Mr. A. was directed to take the treaty 


to him, and ask his opinion about it, and it was | 


approved of by that gentleman. 
gentleman from South Carolina was answered 
on this head; and that when the gentleman’s 
constituents in particular were again disposed to 
charge Mr. A. with having given away that 
country, they would bear this fact in mind—that 
he was the last man of Mr. Monroe’s Administra- 
tion who consented to the treaty, and that he was 
the only member of that Administration who was 
for holding on to it. 

Mr. RIPLEY addressed the committee in rela- 


tion to the difficulties growing out of the unde-- 


fined boundary line settled by the treaty between 
the United States and Mexico. The communi- 
cations he contended to be satisfactory, and the 


House had nothing to do with the response of 


the Mexican Minister to the Secretary of State. | 


He could not avoid expressing his surprise at 
what had failen from the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, |Mr. Apams,] when he remembered 
who was the author of the eloquent and learned 
defense of General Jackson’s taking possession 
of Pensacola, the principle of which was identical 
with the present exigency on our Louisiana 
border. ; 

_ Mr. REID had had but very little time to inves- 
tigate this subject; but it did seem to him that it 
was one of too great magnitude to justify them 
to be influenced by their passions, or by appeals 
to their feelings. In his opinion this debate, and 
the communications read that morning, were of 


the most extraordinary character. But they ought || 


to act as legislators for their country. Was it not 
extraordinary that newspaper accounts should be 
produced and read in that Shenae on a subject of 
80 grave an import as the 1 


occurrence had ever taken place, In his opinion 
the newspapers had been the foundation of all the 
ilifficulty. As to General Gaines, he had no con- 


He hoped the | 
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fidence in him; his own letter convinced Mr. R. || Executive of a country with which our relations 
that that officer did not deserve confidence. He | were those of amity, peace, and friendship, how- 


| was opposed to the appropriation if, in passing it, 
_ they would be sanctioning that letter, or giving a 


tacit spprossy of the President’s sanction of that | 


letter, t 
hold it, if it was called for by the condition of our 
own frontier. If this appropriation were now 
passed, in the face of these communications, and 
the letter of General Gaines stating it to be his 


ough he would not for a moment with- | 


intention to cross the boundary line, making him- | 


self the sole judge of the cause, and the President’s 
approval o 
quasi declaration of war. He hoped the subject 
would be postponed, so that these papers might 
be printed, whereby an opportunity would be 
afforded for gentlemen to examine the subject for 
themselves. With this view he moved that the 
committee rise; which was lost. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, was in favor 
of making an appropriation forthwith, and for 


ern frontier. He had no desire to hurry the coun- 
try into a war; but if that — Santa Anna, 
should only give one reason for it—should only 
venture to put his foot within our border—nay, 


that letter, it would be taken as a) 


_ever he may have 


en elevated, or may exercise 
his authority towards those who are subject to it, 
he could not but regret that that gentleman had 
himself fallen into a similar error. Under the 


‘treaty of limits existing between the United 


States and Mexico, the western boundary of the 
United States is described as commencing on the 
Gulf of Mexico, at the mouth of the Sabine river, 
running on the west bank of that river to the 
thirty-second degree of latitude, and thence a 
due north line to the Red river. There are two 
branches of the river which fall into the Sabine 
lake before it enters the gulf, and it is an unsettled 


| question which is the boundary. The gentleman 


from Louisiana concedes that the eastern branch, 


_as contended by Mexico, is the true boundary; 
| while the opinion of his colleague, [Mr. Riprey,} 


of the President of the United States, and of 


| others possessing more accurate geographical 
‘any amount necessary to protect our whole west- | 


, should even dare to shake his fist at us, he was | 


for decapitating the miscreantatonce. He looked 
upon the cause of the Texans as identical with 
that for which our fathers fought and bled—a 
struggle for freedom against the tyrannies and 
exactions of a blood-thirsty usurper. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, cautioned gen- 
tlemen not to go too far in their zeal for defend- 
ing the frontier, and endanger it still more; to 


of which would be to lead to a war with Mexico, 
and deluge our southwestern frontier with blood. 
He had heard statements, both in the communi- 
cations read to the House, and by the gentlemen 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Peyron,] from South Car- 
olina, (Mr. Tompson, } and from Kentucky, [Mr. 
WiiuiaMs,] that he could not listen to without 
regret and alarm. 
ments from a newspaper, edited, it was said, by 
'a man who was largely interested in land specu- 
lations in Texas, and in whose columns he had 
previously seen statements betraying a great want 


of knowledge of the situation of affairs in that || 


country, oran attempt to impose upon es 
should have been gravely read from the Clerk’s 
| table of that House, and which were calculated 
to influence and work upon the feelings of its 
members. He believed the foundation of the 
controversy grew out of land speculations in that 


| province, and he had also reason to believe that | 


_a large proportion of the early settlers who went 
to that country were opposed toit. Mr. G. then 
replied to the argument of his colleague, and con- 


| tended that the idea of an imaginary line, or 


j 


' resent? He believed, | 
and he hoped, this was the first time such an | 
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| imaginary boundary, was equally new and ab- 
-surd; for he contended that it was sufficiently 
clear and explicitin the treaty made by Mr. Poin- 
sett, and that proclaimed during the present ses- 
sion of Congress. Coming from that section of 
country, and having lived there for thirteen years, 
he entered into a minute detail of the localities 
defined in the boundary, and denied that there 
was any difficulty in relation to it, or atleast until 
lately. The position which General Gaines was 
_required to occupy had always been understood 
| to belong to Mexico. 
| Mr. MASON, of Virginia, said they must all 
| be very sensible, as he ‘had been from its com- 
-mencement, that the controversy between the 
different portions of the Mexican Republic was 
| certain to produce consequences deeply affecting 
| our foreign relations, and eres eee do- 
mestic and foreign, of the most a sorbing char- 
acter. The principles involved in the contest, 


| the contiguity of the seat of hostility to our own 


‘border, and the character of the parties engaged, 
were all calculated to produce these results. He 
had, therefore, been most anxious to exclude 
from this Halla discussion which might be very 

_ powerful for mischief, but in the present condition 
of that controversy could not - productive of 

er benefit. 

Thile Le coneurred with the gentleman from 

_ Louisiana (Mr. Gartanp] in deprecating in de- 

bate here the use of language of denunciation 

against the character or conduct of the chief 












He was surprised that state- | 


information than he (Mr. M.) did, claim that 


_ the most western branch was the true boundary. 
| Commigsioners are now charged with the duty 
| of running and fixing this unsettled boundary; 
| and one of the most important duties of General 


| 


i| 
|| be correct, General Gaines is invested with a 
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Gaines was ‘to afford protection to the commis- 
sioners in performing this duty. 

It was admitted that Nacogdoches lies south 
of the thirty-second degree of latitude, and be- 
tween the two branches of the Sabine river. If 
the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. Garvanp] 


| discretionary power of Es position on the 


Mexican territory ; but Mr. contended that, 
under the law of nations, and the existing treaties 
between the two countries, with the avowed 
and bona fide motives of that movement, no just 
cause of complaint on the part of Mexico existed. 

The debate had been conducted on the gratu- 


| itous assumption, by some gentlemen, that this 


roposition involved a declaration of war against 
Mexico; while others seemed to suppose that it 
evinced a purpose on the part of the Executive 
of the United States to take the part of the people 
of Texas in the war in which they are engaged. 
Mr. M. confidently asserted that neither conclu- 
sion did justice to the Executive, or the object 
of the appropriation under consideration. 

The great principle which lies at the foundation 
of our institutions is, that the people of every 
country have the right to adopt and administer 
their own form of government without interfer- 
ence from others. It was on this principle that 
we asserted and achieved our own independence. 
It was by the observance of this neutrality—by 
abstaining from the quarrels of other nations, 
whether foreign or domestic, that our country had 
secured its past prosperity, and to the same course 
we must look for the same results in the future. 
Mr. M. said that he was for abiding by these 

rinciples; and he confidently asserted that they 
fad controlled the course of the Executive in the 
instructions to our military commander, which 
had been the subject of discussion. He had seen 
nothing in those instructions, or the letter of Gen- 
eral Gaines, calculated to violate them. Mr. M. 
expressed the hope that the question raised by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,} 
whether the United States will recognize the in- 
dependence of Texas, would not be involved in 
the consideration of this question. These people 
have asserted their rights to an independent self- 
government, and are now engaged in a bloody 
and appalling struggle to maintain it. Whether 
they are to suceeed, time alone can decide. If 
they shall suceessfully encounter the fearful odds 
arrayed against them, and maintain a de facto 
government, it will be for the United States, when 
the event shall transpire, to determine on the re- 
lations to be established with them: a recognition 
of their independence, under such circumstances, 
will be no violation of our treaty with Mexico. 
But surely nothing has occurred here or elsewhere 
to justify a suspicion that it is the purpose of the 
President of the United States, or of a majority 
of the House of Representatives, under the exist- 
ing state of affairs, to exercise this high power. 
The Texans have not asked it; they have too 
many melancholy proofs of the uncertainty of the 
os of their efforts, to expect us to recognize 
them .as an independent people. When the fact 
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shall exist, it will be the duty of the Government || He feared the effect of 


of the United States to decide the question. 


What, then, (asked Mr. M.,) is the question | would give the Mexicans reason to bélieve that | 


under consideration? And why have the meas- 
ures been adopted which induce a call for this ap- 
ropriation ? ' ; 

In the prosecution of a fixed policy, the United 
States have removed toa tract of country west of 
the Mississippi bordering on Texas, Indian tribes, 
with a population now there estimated at one 
hundred and sixty thousand. In the treaty with 
Mexico, ratified in 1831, there are mutual stip- 
ulations, binding each of the Republics to restrain 
by FORCE the Indians within their respective limits, 
from hostilities against the other. 
only bound to 


Indian tribes already restless and discontented, 
whose disposition to join in the contest it must be 
extremely difficult to restrain, if the country in 
their immediate vicinity shall, as it probably will, 
becoffe the seat of war. Nothing is so well cal- 
culated to accomplish this object as the presence 
of a strong military force on the part of the 
United States. It may be said that Mexico will 
not complain, but may invite them to join in the 
conflict. Whether Mexico complains or not, it 
is the duty of the United States to prevent the In- 
dians from engaging in war, because there can be 
no doubt of the correctness of the opinion of 
General Gaines, that they will, when in arms, re- 
spect no boundary, real or imaginary, and that 
the calamities of their hostility will be felt by our 

ople. 

kaa officer of great experience and dis- 
cretion, and of acknowledged bravery, ag en 
with the duty of defending this frontier, has 
ceinainilanael to the War Department his appre- 
hensions of hostile feelings and movements on 
the part of the Indians, and of the possible event 
of a violation of our territory and neutrality by 
the belligerents in Mexico. Orders have been 
given to collect a force sufficient to awe the sav- 
ages into peace, and to restrain either of the con- 
tending parties in Texas from entering our terri- 
tory with arms in their hands. 
sent from the proper Department, asking an 


appropriation to furnish the means of affording | 


is protection to our own citizens, and to enable 
the Executive, in good faith, to execute the 
treaty. It is true that General Gaines, in execu- 
ting the orders of the Government given to ac- 
complish these objects, had been authorized to 
advance within the territory claimed by Mexico; 


Government that, in taking such a position, the 
purpose has not been to take an adversary pos- 
session of the territory in dispute, but with the 


single intention of executing the treaty, and pre- | 


serving our neutrakty. So far from being a 
war measure, it is declared to be provisional and 
pesennneerys and itis the only prudent measure 

y which peace is to be preserved and war pre- 
vented. he committee would observe, that in 
these orders both the contending parties were 
placed on the same footing; and that the Govern- 
ment, abstaining from any interference with the 
war between them, was determined to do equal 
justice to both. 

Mr. M. said he did not undertake to determine 
whether even these precautionary measures 
would secure peace; but, believing them essen- 
tial, whether ce is to continue or war is to 
be encountered, he should consider himself shame- 
fully wanting in duty if he were not to respond 
to this call by placing at the command of the 
Executive the means of maintaining our neutral- 
ity, of protecting our soil from the aggressions 
of any who may be disposed to invade it, and of 
restraining a savage war in which our own citi- 
zens must be the greatest sufferers. He saw, in 
the orders to General Gaines, a clear recognition 
of the principle of neutrality; a disposition to do 
exact justice to both parties; a firm resolve to 
protect the American people from violence; and 
a faithful observance of the obligation of treaties. 
joe eee er was we pearing of 

€ propriety of postponing the further consid- 
emton of this bien” until Monday, at least, 
for he was not disposed to vote hastily on it; and 
if compelled to act to-day, he should feel com- 
pelled to vote against the appropriation altogether. 


We are not | 
rotect our own frontier, but to || that the committee rise; which was lost—ayes | 
repress the hostile movements of these powerful | 
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communications that had been read to-day; it 


we anticipated a war, as it would be sanctioning 


| 
| the conduct of General Gaines in entering their |, 
| territory. Ele thought they should insert a dec- | 


laration that the conduct of General Gaines, if 
| he entered the Mexican borders, would be disap- 
| proved of. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 


|| Mason] said that General Gaines was justified 
| in passing the border, because he did it to main- |! 


| tain the treaty. Santa Anna might invade the 


| United States, and justify himself under the same | 


| pretext. For the purpose of considering the sub- 
_ ject after more mature deliberation, he moved 


61, noes 96 


| ing a proviso that the appropriation should not 
be understood as giving any sanction to any in- 
vasion, by the troops of the United States, of the 
| territory of the United Mexican States; which 
| was not agreed to. 

| Mr. McKAY then moved to amend the bill by 


} 





An estimate is || 





a 
a 
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|| providing that the money should be expended | 


| under the direction of the Secretary of War, 


| according to the act of the 28th February, 1795, | 
|| providing for calling forth the militia, aol the act 
|| of 2d January, 1795, regulating the pay, &c., of 
|| the militia, when called into actual service. 


| Mr. CAMBRELENG did not know the pre- 


|of the act of 1795. When the bill making an 


| appropriation for the Seminole war passed this || 
|| House, the amount was to be expended accord- 
| ing to law; that provision was stricken out, and || 
|| the reference to the act of 1832 was substituted; 


| that refers to the act of 1828, and the last to the 


| actof 1795. If he comprehended the amendment, | 
|| he saw no objection to it. 


| express his surprise at the extraordinary course 
| the debate had taken. We had been discussing 


| the question of a war with Mexico, and the Ad- | 


| ministration were charged with a design to create 
it; while it was manifest that they had determ- 
ined, by every step they had taken in reference 





| of Mexico. The President had, but two days 
| ago, sent us a communication asking for an ap- 
| Eecpeeion to pay the expense of running the 


oundary line between this country and Mexico. 


L \} We are now called upon for an appropriation to 
but the United States has notified the Mexican | 


enable our Government to maintain its neutrality. 
Without a strong force, then, (and we ought to 
have had ten thousand men there before now), it 
| will be impossible to command the respect of 
both parties; and, without occupying the position 
in the neutral territory, as proposed in a certain 
contingency, and without an efficient force, our 
neutrality can never be sustained. He was, there- 
fore, much surprised at the remarks of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] about 
a war with Mexico. We were trying to avoid 
one, whatever might be the event. 


mittee at some length against the bill. He de- 
nounced the whole Texan controversey to be a 
‘‘humbug,’’ and this proposition for the defense 


bug for the purpose of bleeding the Treasury and 
getting rid of the surplus revenue. He also con- 


the conduct of General Gaines, as a mere fourth- 
of-July speech maker. The citizens of Texas, 


to be a set of runaways, and all men of notori- 
ously bad characters, most of whom had fed their 
native country for their crimes, and to escape a 
halter; and the fate which some of them had met 
in Texas was not worse than would have fallen to 
country. He ridiculed the sympathy which was 
termed our brethren, our unfortunate countrymen, 
when their characters were such that while they 
were among us we would not speak to them if we 
met them in the streets. 


passing this bill, aftef@he | 


| the defense of our own frontier. 


Mr. U. then moved to amend the bill by insert- | 


| cise effect of the amendment proposed, but pre- | 
| sumed it was in conformity to the provisions | 


While up, he would |, 


to this war on our border, to preserve the most | 
rigid neutrality, and to respect the national rights | 


Mr. MASON, of Ohio, addressed the com- | 


of the Southwestern frontier to be adecided hum- | 
emned and animadverted with great severity on | 


now engaged against Santa Anna, he described | 


their lot if they had not run away from their own | 


| French, Fry, Philo C. Faller, 
gotten up in behalf of the Texans. They were | 


Mr. BYNUM followed in reply both to the | 
ntleman from Ohio and the gentleman from | 
ouisiana, (Mr. Gartawp,] and reviewed the '' Lincoin, Logan, Loyall, Lyon, Abijah Mann, Job Mann, 


= 


whole subject involved in the Texan contro- 
versy, and urged the necessity of providing for 
Mr. B.’s re- 
marks will be given at length hereafter. | 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, addressed the 
House in favor of the appropriation, and in the 
course pursued by the Executive and General 
Gaines. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND also defended the appro- 
priation at some length. While he was opposed 
to any collision with Santa Anna, yet he was in 
favor of having a competent number of brave 
troops on the frontier, which would be the best 
means of preventing such collision. In conelu- 
sion, he hoped the bill would be passed at once, 
and that means should be thus provided to meet 





/ any emergency which might occur. 


Mr. GRAVES was not opposed to the passage 
of the bill. He concurred, however, with his 
colleague [Mr. Unperwoop] that the documents 
which had been read should be printed, and an 
opportunity afforded of examining the whole sub- 
ject before any final action on it. This course 


| was also sanctioned and approved by the chair- 


man of the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG here interrupted the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky. It was true that he had 


acquiesced in the suggestions of the gentloman 
le ~ . 
| from Kentucky [Mr. Unperwoop] when the bill 


was first taken - The debate which had since 


| taken place had changed his opifion entirely. He 


had no idea, when he agreed to a postponement 
of the measure for a day or two, for the purpose 
of enabling gentlemen who desired to do so to 
examine the documents which had been read, that 
they should have a debate about a Mexican war. 


He was now satisfied that any further delay was 


unnecessary, and that the bill ought to be passed 
before they adjourned that day. 

Mr. GRAVES was unable to perceive any 
good reason for the change which the gentleman 
avowed had taken place as to his course on this 
subject. He (Mr. G.) still thought that the pa- 
pers which had been read, and also the additional 


| information which had been suggested by several 


gentlemen, should be laid before them in a printed 
form, before they acted finally on this bill; and 
for this purpose, he moved that the committee 
rise. 

The question being put, there appeared, from 
the sound, to be a majority in the negative; but 
a count being called for, 

Mr. GRAVES modified his motion, by moving 
that the committee rise, and report the bill to the 
House. 

The motion was decided to be out of order, 
while an amendment was pending. 

Mr. SEVIER next addressed the House in 
favor of the bill, and in reply to the remarks of 
Mr. Garvawnp, of Louisiana, in reference to the 
boundary line between the United States and 
Texas. 

After a suggestion or two by Mr. ASHLEY, 
the amendment of Mr. McKay was agreed to; 
when the committee rose, reported the bill to the 
House, and the amendment adopted in committee 
was concurred in. 

Mr. WISE briefly assigned the reasons which 
would induce him to support the bill. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio, explained his former 
remarks, ili reference particularly to the terms in 


which he had spoken of the citizens of Texas. 


He believed that there were some men of great 
epee residing in that province. 

‘The question being on the third reading of the 
bill, Mr. MI{LLER asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered; and were— 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Alian, Heman Ailen, 


| Ash, Ashley, Bailey, Bean, Beaumont, Bell, Boon, Bouldin, 


Brown, Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Barr, Carter, Casey, 
Chapman, John F. H. Claiborne, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, 
Clark, Cleveland, Coffee, Coles, Connor, Craig, Cramer, 
Crane, Cushing, Cushman, Darlington, Deberry, Denny, 
Dickerson, Doubleday, Dro e, Duniap, Forester, 
illiam K. Fuller, James 
Garland, Rice Garland, Gillet, Glascock, Granger, Grant- 
land, Graves, Grayson, Griffin, Haley, Hiland Hall, Hamer, 
Hannegan, Harper, Albert G. Harrison, Hawes, Haynes, 
Heister Holsey Hopkins, Huntington, Huntsman, Inger- 
soll, William Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Jarvis, Jenifer, 
Joseph Jchnson, Richard M. ve Henry Johnson, 
Benjamin Jones, Judson, Kennon, Kilgore, Kinnard, 
Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Lawier, > 
Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Luke Lea, Leonard, Lewis, 
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Jobn Y. Mason, William Mason, Moses secon, Sr, 
McComae. McKay, McKeon, MeLene, Miller, Milligan, 
Morgan, Morris, Mublenberg, Owens, Page, Patterson, 
Petugrew, Peyton, Phelps, Phillips, Pinckney, Jolin Rey- 
nolds, Joseph Reynolds; Ripley, Roane, Robertson, Schenck, 
Augustine fi Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Spangier, 
vanandeter, Storer, Sutherland, Taliaferro, ‘Taylor, Thomas, 
Jonn Thonison, Waddy Thompson, Toucey, Vanderpoel, 
Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Webster, Werks, White, 
Elisha Whittlesey, Thomas T. Whittlesey, and Wise—146. 
NAYS—Messrs. Hazeltine, Love, and Potts—3. 

The bill was then passed, and, at a quarter 


before seven, p. m., the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpary, May 9, 1836. 


The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
Secretary of the Treasury relative to the accounts 
of John Brohan, late receiver of public moneys. 

Also, a report from the Postmaster General, 
in reply to a resolution of the Senate relative to 
the compensation of the clerks employed in that 
office. 
Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, reported the bill from the House making 
appropriations for the support of the Army for 
the year 1836, with two amendments, which were 
a and agreed to; and the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

The message from the House of Representa- 
tives, stating its disagreement to the amendment 
of the Senate relative to the compensation of the 
judge of the middle district of Florida, was con- 
sidered, and the Senate receded from its amend- 
ment. 
The message from the House, with the amend- 
ments to the bill passed by the Senate for the 
relief of the corporate cities of the District of Co- 
lumbia, was considered; and, 
On motion of Mr. KING, of Alabama, the bill 
and amendments were referred to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 


DEFENSE OF THE WESTERN FRONTIER. 
The bill from the House making appropria 
tions for the defense of the western frontier was 
read twice, and referred. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom had been referred the memo- 
rial of the Legislature of Missouri, on the subject 
of the northern boundary of that State, made a 
report thereon, accompanied by a bill; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 
Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims, made unfavorable reports on 
the petitions of the heirs of William Chew, and 
the heirs of James Mann. 
Mr. H_., from the same committee, reported a 
bill for the relief of Benjamin J. Porter; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 
PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 


Petitions were presented by Messrs. WHITE, 
HUBBARD, GOLDSBOROUGH, and TOM- 
LINSON. 

Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of a 
number of the citizens of Philadelphia on the sub- 
ject of the affairs of Texas, and praying Congress 
to acknowledge the independence of that country. 

Mr. P. said he had received a memorial from 
citizens of Philadelphia, in favor of those who 
were struggling in Texas for liberty, and recom- 
mending to Congress an early recognition of 
their independence. He was not at all surprised 
that the sympathies of our citizens should be 
aroused; and it would be very strange if we, who 
had a fresh and vigorous recollection of the events 
of our own country, should not have a warm 
emotion for struggles for ar in every coun- 
try. An appeal had been mude to us in every 
quarter, where struggles had been made, and had 
called forth our deepest sympathies. A few years 
since, when a most desperate effort was made by 
a small community in the center of Europe, and 
when, from its unequal chances, its efforts were 
certain to be crushed, our most active sympathies 
were elicited. He meant the unfortunate Poles. 
He regarded these feelings as honorable to our 
national character. It was not surprising, then, 
that our fellow-citizens, in the case of Texas, had 
regarded the struggle there with the deepest soli- 
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| citude. Those who were waging that war pro- 
_ fessed the,same religion, the same principles, and 
| talked the same language we did, and were os. 
gling againsta greatly disproportionate power. In 
| this province, lying immediately on our south- 
| western frontier, were citizens of our own coun- 
| try, seduced to go there under a liberal promise 

of lands; and when they came there, the republic 
| was overthrown, and a usurper seized upon the 
Government with the broken fragments of the 
republican constitution in his hands, and was 
waging a war at once of Abolition and Catholi- 


cism, and crushing those who, under all kinds of | 
guarantees for civil liberty, had been induced to | 


/migrate there. Mr. P. spoke of the inhuman 
massacre of a number of 


|| of the usurper, in violation of the rules of war 
| among civilized nations. 
no portion of the United States that had not been 
agitated, and deeply aroused by those tragical 
events. Scarcely anything of public note had, 
in his connection with public affairs, so deep] 

affected him; and his hopes were that the mand 


yet triumph over the barbarity of the usurper. 
They were not to exhibit to the world any highly 
excited sensibility of feeling, but a high and 
determined sence of justice. He did not intend 
to transcend the duties the laws of nations im- 
mp on us; but he had heard that Santa Anna 
1ad threatened to cross the Sabine and plant his 
standard on the walls of the Capitol at 
ton; and such expressions showed the disposi- 
tion of the man, whether he was determined to 
cross over into the territory of the United States, 
|| or intended to impose upon the ignorance of his 





| war. 
| Anna, either in crossing the line or in coalescin 
| with the Indians to harass our frontier, he truste 


his followers at a blow. As the matter might 
| assume a character that would give rise to a dis- 
| cussion at length, and as they could take no 
| measures at this stage of it, he would, for the 
| present, move that the memorial be read, and laid 
| on the table. 





| Mr. WEBSTER concurred, generally, with | 
| what had been said by the Senator from South | 
him in | 


Carolina. The sympathy expressed b 
favor of the Texans was natural, and was no 
| doubt pervading the wholecountry. He agreed 
| with the gentleman that in the present state of 
| things it was not necessary for Congress to do 
| anything but to put the country in a state of 
| preparation. Beyond that he was opposed to 
| any measures whatever. In one respect he dif- 


| fered with the Senator from South Carolina. | 


Whatever opinions he might form with respect 
| to the manner in which this war was waged in 
Texas, he could not forget that we were on terms 
of peace, and had treaty stipulations with the 
Government of Mexico, constituted and organ- 
ized as it was at this time. 
that they, themselves, as component parts of this 
Government, had advised and consented to the 
entering into a treaty with Santa Anna, and that, 
therefore, epithets and terms of reprobation 
applied to him on this floor were out of place. 

ith respect to the state of things in Texas, he 





| he would act to repel it. 

| With respect to the language said to have been 

; used by Santa Anna, he could notattach any im- 

| portance to it. Allsaw how very ridiculous it was, 
and that it was hardly possible for a person of 

| common understanding to have formed such a 

| design as that imputed to him. Agreeing with 


rave individuals, who | 
were swept off at one blow from the ruthless hand | 


He believed there was | 


ard of liberty that had there been raised, would | 


ashing- | 


BE. 


| 


| 


followers in exhorting them to carry on the || 
But upon the slightest movement of Santa | 


_in God we should be prepared to crush him and || 





He could not forget || 


1} 
would say nothing; he was desirous of hoping for | byt E | 
the best, and preparing for the worst; but he could || he would say that such a letter had been receive 

not think it proper to suppose a case of aggres- || by him; that he had shown this letter to many 
sion on the part of Santa Anna, and then say how || 


| 


i| 


|| many Senators, and was a most honorable and 
| the gentleman from South Carolina in the most || estimable 


i 











Mr. PRESTON said, in thinking over this mat- 
ter, he endeavored to restrain his feelings, but it 
| was almost impossible to measure one’s line, in 
a matter of this kind, by language of a diplomatic 


| 


|character. While the honorable Senator [Mr, 


|| Wesster] desired peace, he (Mr. P.) was not 
|| disposed to throw. any obstacle in the way of pre- 


| serving it. He must, however, as a citizen of 


| the Republic of America, ey himself in re- 
| lation to the recent events in Texas in the strong- 
| est terms of Condemnation; and if such feelin S, 
| which the occasion so imperigusly called forth, 
should burst out in despite of all restraint, it was 
not surprising. He defied any one to contro} his 
impulses on such an occasion within the limits 
of cold diplomatic language. We had recognized 
diplomatic relations with Mexico under a Govern- 
ment de facto. A Government by whom? and when 
established? and what sort ofa Government? Was 
it a Government so long established that it had 
grown old in the affections of the people? 4 was 
a Government formed on the ruins of a republi- 
can constitution. Our policy had been to recog- 
| nize Governments de facto, no matter who were 
at the head of them; and it was true that we had 
recognized the Government of Santa Anna asa 
Government de facto, and he was not disposed to 
disturb those relations as long as they existed. 
We had treated with him, and gained by the 
treaty some acquisition of territory; and a further 
treaty was now under negotiation. But, never- 
theless, the existence of things was such on our 
southwestern frontier, that we should be pre- 
ared to meet the next menacing step that might 
e taken. The war was now raging along the 
line of that frontier by a mixed, heterogeneous, 
and ferocious force, commanded by an officer of 
some talent. He would forbear involving the 
country in a war; andas they were called on here 
to forbear an expression of their high and indig- 
nant feelings at the cruelty and dishonorable con- 
duct of the forces under Santa Anna, he would 
content himself by moving that the petition be 
| printed. 
, Mr. PORTER said he should like to know the 
authority on which the Senator from South Car- 
olina stated that Santa Anna had used the lan- 
age, in reference to this country, attributed to 
1im. If true, it must excite very serious con- 
sideration in those coming from his section of the 
country; but this report, like many others, might 
rest on very slight foundations; or the person 
iving the information might have been misin- 
ormed. 

Mr. PRESTON said he relied with great cau- 
tion on reports with regard to the events in Texas 
or Mexico. He was very much disposed to be- 
lieve that we had, within the last twenty-four 
hours, received a correct contradiction of a report 
that had made his blood run cold; but with respect 
to the information asked of~him by the Senator 


} 
! 





|| from Louisiana, it would have been better had the 


gentleman permitted it to go abroad on his own 
_authority. He would, however, now say to him, 
that the information came in a letter addressed to 
_ one of the members of that body, the Senator from 
Mississippi, [Mr. Warker,] by a gentleman of 
the highest respectability now in Mexico. 

| Mr. WALKER said, that as the fact stated by 
the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. ee) 
in regard to the letter in question, had been doubte 
he Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. Porter 


Senators, who had no doubt communicated its 
| contents to the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. 
| Preston;] that every Senator was at perfect lib- 
erty to read the letter, but that a perusal of it 
would show the impropriety of giving the name 
of the writer to the public. e writer was, how- 
ever, well known to him, [Mr. Watxer,] and to 


ntleman, wholly unconnected with 


| of whathe said, and reserving what he had further || the difficulties in Texas; and no doubtevery word 





| Mexican Government, he did not feel himself at 
of that Government. He would go for the peace 
of the United States, while he would go for her 
just rights to the fullest extent. 





liberty to use terms of reproach towards the head || 


to say as to the defenses of the frontiers till the contained in the letter was strictly true. Here 
defense bill came up, all he would now say was || , 
that, considering the terms we were on with the || Mexico, under date of the 26th of March last, and 


Mr. W. produced the letter, which wes from 


_ read from it an extract which stated that Santa 
Anna, just before starting to Texas, had stated to 
the British and French 
drive the Texans 

' territories of the 


‘Ministers, that he would 
the Red river, and into the 
nited States; and that, if the 








1836. 











| 


Texans were protected there, he would drive them to | 


Washingt p 
done; and that he would strip the laurels from Gen- 
eral Jackson’s brow ; that he would identify the United 
States with this Texas affair. 

Mr. W. said there were many other extraordi- | 
nary facts contained in the letter; that the Senator | 
from Louisiana [Mr. Porter] might inspect the 
letter; but that to publish it all, or the writer’s 
name, would be manifestly improper, and indeed | 
high! dangerous. And who (said Mr. W.) is | 
this Seana nna that has made this threat? It is, | 
sir, the Mexican Government, for Santa Anna is | 
the Government. He has destroyed the Govern- | 
ment, and substituted in its place a central des- | 

tism. The army and bayonets of Santa Anna | 
are now the Government, and such a Government 
as never had a precedent; a Government compared | 
with which that of the tomahawk and scalping- 
knife were mild and merciful! And would apolo- 
gies for this blood-stained tyrant and usurper be 
offered by any American Senator? Were we to be 
told that we must speak of Santa Anna in terms of 
mildnessand respect? Mr. W.said he had spoken 
of him, and sseeld speak of him, as he deserved— 
as a monster unworthy the name of man. And 
whilst this Mexican usurper is threatening a war 
of extermination and indiscriminate massacre 
upon our frontiers, are we coldly debating wheth- | 
er we shall defend the country or not? One word | 
as regards the much abused people of Texas. | 
They were not rebels; Santa Anna was the rebel. 
It might be that he was in Mexico a successful 
rebel; time would determine; but still he was a 
rebel—a rebel against the federal constitution of 
Mexico, which he had prostrated by the bayonets 
of a brutal soldiery ;and that it was only when this 
constitution was overthrown — when its wrecks 
and fragments were scattered over the Mexican 
empire—and when the surges of despotism were 
rolling onward to ingulf the liberties of Texas— 
then, and then only, had the people of Texas de- 
clared their independence; and however unequal 
the conflict might be, Mr. W. did not doubt but 
that they would be successful. 

Mr. PORTER observed that he was no apolo- 
gist for Santa Anna; indeed, he had heard no 
apology for him on that floor, as the Senator from 
Mississippi seemed to have done. As to going 
to war with any Government whose institutions 
we did not like, or because they were oppressors 
and despots, the idea was absurd. He should 
like to know in what sort of a situation we should 
be placed, if we entered into such quixotic con- 
tests. Despots predominated all over the world, 
and we had treaties with many of them. We had 
treaties with the Sublime Porte; with the Barbary 
Powers; and, as the gentleman from Virginia 
near him observed, they had treaties with the 
Autocrat of all the Russias. We had arrange- 
ments with all these Powers; and yet they heard | 
nothing about them like the language that had | 
been used in reference toSanta Anna. He should | 


| 








like to know what was the use of this abuse, | 
unless it was to excite in our people those feel- | 
ings which the Senator from South Carolina said | 
he found so difficult to restrain. He had as strong | 
a sympathy for the people of Texas, as strong a | 
palin for Sn rights, and as much hatred of 
cruelty and oppression, as any man; but he was 
not prepared to go over the world expending our 
blood and treasure to succor the oppressed. We 
should end (said Mr. P.) by leaving them where 
they are, while we should be much worse off | 
than when we . It was in vain to indulge | 
in such feelings—we could do no pred by it, and 
we might involve ourselves in difficulties with a 
foreign Power. The Senator from Mississippi 
said that he could not give the name of the author | 
of this letter, but that he was a manof the highest 
respectability. He had seen too much of the 
world to attach any credence to reports of this 
kind. He did not question the veracity of the 
writer, though he believed that he did not get his 
information from a correct source. The idea was 
too ridiculous, that Santa Anna should march one 
thousand eight hundred miles from the banks of 
the Sabine, to plant his banners on this Capitol, 
and tear the laurels from the brow of General 
Jackson. The idea was so ridiculous, that gen- 
tlemen there could not hear the letter read without 
laughter. And this, too, was the man who was 


; 


I 


|| He had nothing to do with Santa Anna. 
‘| man, and as a free citizen of a free Government, 
|| he regretted his sanguinary conduct in Texas; 





| 





|| said to be a man of genius, and who had success- || 
‘on, and burn it too, as the British once had | fully usurped the 


overnment of his country. 
Asa 


but he would not compromit the peace and neu- 
trality of the country. 

Mr WALKER stated that he had not said that 
any Senator had apologized for Santa Anna; he 
had only expressed a hope that no such apology 
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would be offered; that the writer of the letter | 


from which he had read an extract, vouched for 
the statements and threats made by Santa Anna; 
and that the facts were also confirmed from other 
sources; that every Senator might peruse the 


letter for himself; but that the name of the writer | 


must not be published. Mr. W. said he should 
not have read any part of the letter to the Senate, 
but for the call made by the Senator from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Preston,] and the doubts ex- 
—— by the Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. 

ORTER.| These doubts, however, would disap- 
pear upon a perusal of the letter. 

Mr. BROWN regretted very much to hear 
expressions that had been used in the course of 
the debate, calculated, in his opinion, to stimulate 
feelings in the people of this country already 
sufficiently excited, and to encourage feelings of 
hostility against a nation with which we are at 
eace. He protested, for one, against entering 
into a crusade to regulate the internal concerns of 
any nation; he protested against any acts, or the 
expression of any feelings, calculated to involve 
us in a war with the Government of Mexico. He 
could attach no importance to the expressions 
said to have been used by Santa Anna with regard 
to this country; for, coming in the way it did, we 
could not, consistently with what was due to our- 
selves, notice it. When Santa Anna himself 


thought ore: to address to this Government, | 
through his diplomatic agents, or promulgate to 


the world officially, threats of the nature alluded 
to by the Senator from South Carolina, he should 
then be ready to resent them; but, coming in the 
shape these expressions have donc, they were 
unworthy of our notice, and ought not to influ- 
ence our judgments. They all knew how com- 
mon it was, in the city of Washington, to hear 
of extraordinary declarations attributed to distin- 
guished individuals, and how little credence was 
to be attached to them. He did not intend (he 
said) to question the veracity of the author of 
the letter; but he could not avoid questioning the 
correctness of his information 

3ut the gentleman from South Carolina had 
invoked them in the name of liberty to act in 


favor of Texas, (not at this time, for he considers | 


it premature,) but when the proper time should 
arrive. Was the honorable gentleman very cer- 
tain that they would favor liberty by engaging in 
war in behalf of Texas? What had these Tex- 
ans done to require that we should embrou our- 
selves in a war with a country with whom we 
were on terms of peace, in Sediby to favor their 
cause? They had gone from a land of liberty to 


a land of despotism; they had cut asunder the | 
ties which bound them to the freest and happiest | 


country on earth, and although they had our 


sympathies, they had voluntarily relinquished all | 


claims to our support. 
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and called on them to liberate them from their 
oppressors? Shall we have another Anacharsis 
Cloots preaching a crusade in favor of the op- 

ressed all over the world? We were now (said 
Mtr. B.) in a state of peace and unexampled pros- 
perity, and should we pursue any course cal- 
culated to jeopard that peace and impair our 
prosperity ? 

He thought it due to the importance of the 
subject to throw out these few observations; he 
viewed the subject as pregnant with important 
consequences, and considered that our best in- 
terests depended upon pursuing a prudent and 
cautious course. 

Mr. MOORE could not conceive how the Sen- 
ator from North Carolina [Mr. Brown] saw an 
proposition there to interfere with Santa Anna’s 
Government. The gentleman seemed to have 
mistaken the question before the Senate. He 
regretted to see the disposition evident in many 
gentlemen to give petitions of this nature the go- 


' by—a measure they were not disposed to mete 


out to abolition petitions, for when their recep- 
tion was objected to gentlemen talked about vio- 
lations of the Constitution. ‘They were told that 
they must not use barsh epithets towards Santa 


| Anna; gentlemen would excuse him if he did not 


choose to be so delicate in his language towards 
that blood-thirsty despot. Who was Santa Anna 
that they must not speak of him in the terms that 
he deserved? Was he not more ferocious and 
cruel than the most savage Camanche that roamed 
the prairies? Had he not violated the most solemn 
stedigied and shed blood without pity and with- 
out remorse? These Texans, for whom our sym- 
pathies were excited, were our countrymen and 
Lindred: had gone to Texas from the purest and 


| noblest of motives; and he rejoiced to hear the 
| eloquent Senator from South Carolina speak of 


them as hedid, He was himself opposed to doing 
anything that would compromit the neutrality of 
this country; buthe could not see how the print- 


| ing of the memorial, or expressions of gentlemen 


on that floor, could have that effect. 
Mr. BUCHANAN said he had received several 


/ memorials from the city of Philadelphia of the 
| same character as those which had been presented 
| by the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Pres- 
| Ton.] He had intended to present them this morn- 
| ing to the Senate, but was prevented from doing 

| so at the proper moment by an accidental cir- 


|; cumstance. 


| marks. 


It was also his intention to have 
accompanied their presentation by some re- 
These he thought best to offer now, 


| rather than to wait until to-morrow, and then be- 


| 


But it was said that Santa Annahad overthrown | 


the Republic of Mexico, trampled on the consti- 
tution, and established a despotism; and that, 
therefore, we should support the Texans. We 
were (said Mr. B.) the last people on earth who 
shoul 


another nation. If there was any one principle 


of national law more sacred than another, it was | 


that one nation ought not to interfere with the in- 
ternal policy of its neighbor. If we set him the 
example, Santa Anna might take it into his head, or 


meddle with the internal concerns of | 


eae 


another foreign Government might do so, that we | 


were in need of reformation; that our institutions 
were not such as conformed to their opinions; 
and we might have a war on our hands brought 
on us by the very example we had set. He was 
utterly opposed to anything of the kind. What, 

said Mr. B.,) shall we become propagandists ? 

hall we have scenes here at this capital such as 
were witnessed at Paris in the French revolution 
when individuals representing every country in 
Europe appeared before the National Assembly, 


SE aa 


| 


come instrumental in getting up another debate. 

These memorials asked Congress ‘ to recog- 
nize the independence of Texas, and at such 
time, and in such manner as may be deemed 
proper, to interpose to terminate the conflict 
which now rages in that country.’” 

In some remarks which he had submitted to 
the Senate a few days since, and which, like all 
other proceedings. in this body, had been much 
misrepresented abroad, he had indulged the feel- 
ings of a man and an American citizen. What 
he then had uttered were the sentiments of his 
heart in relation to the existing struggle in Texas. 
But when he was called on as a Senator to recog- 
nize the independence of that country, he thought 
it prudent to refer back to the conduct of our ances- 
tors, when placed in similar circumstances, and 
to derive lessons of wisdom from their example. 
If there was any one principle of our public policy 
which had been well settled—one which had been 
acted upon by every Administration, and which 
had met the approbation not only of this country, 
but of every civilized Government with which 
we have intercourse, it was, that we should never 
interfere in the domestic concerns of other nations. 
Recognizing in the people of every nation the 
absolute right to adopt such Torms of government 
as they thought proper, we had always preserved 
the strictest neutrality between the parties, in 
every country, while engaged in civil war. We 
had left all nations perfectly free, so far as we 
were concerned, to establish, to maintain, or to 
change their forms of government, according to 
their own sovereign will and pleasure. It would 
indeed be surprising, and more than that, it would 
be unnatural, if the sympathies of the American 
people should not be deeply, earnestly eniisted | 
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in favor of those who drew the sword for liberty | 


throughout the world, no matter where it was 
raised to strike. Beyond this we had never pro- 
ceeded. 

The peaceful influence of our example upon 
other nations was much greater—the cause of 
free government, was thus more efficiently pro- 
moted than if we should waste the blood and 
treasure of the people of the United States in for- 
eign wars waged even to maintain the sacred 
cause of liberty. The world must be persuaded; 
it could not be conquered. Besides, (said Mr. B.,) 
we can never, with any proper regard for the 
welfare of our constituents, devote their energies 
and their resources to the cause of planting and 
sustaining free institutions among the people of 
other nations, 

Acting upon these principles, we had always 


recognized existing Governments de facto, whether | 


they were constitutional or despotic. We had 
the same amicable relations with despotisms as 
with free Governments; because we had no right 
to quarrel with the people of any nation on ac- 
count of the form of government which they might 
think proper to adopt or to sanction, It was their 
affair, not ours. We would not tolerate such in- 
terference from abroad; and we ought to demean 
ourselves towards foreign nations as we should 
require them to act towards ourselves, 

A very striking illustration of this principle 
had been presented, during the present ee 
tration, in the case of Portugal. We recognized 
Don Miguel’s Government, because he was de 
facto in possession of the throne, apparently with 
the consent of the Portuguese people. In this re- 
spect, Mr. B. believed, we stood alone, or nearly 
oes among the nations of the earth. When he 
was expelled from that country, and the present 


Queen seemed to be firmly seated upon the throne, | 


we had no difficulty, pursuing our established 
policy, in recognizing her Government. 

A still more striking case, and one to the very 
point in question, had occurred during Mr. Mon- 
roc’s admiaistration. ‘The Spanish provinces, 
throughout the whole continent of America, had 
raised the standard of rebellion against the King 
of Spain. They were struggling for liberty 
against oppression. The feelings of the Amert- 
can people were devotedly enlisted in their favor. 
Our erdent wishes and our prayers for their suc- 
cess continued throughout the whole long and 
bloody conflict. But we took no other part in 
their cause; and we rendered them no assistance, 
except the strong moral influence exerted over 
the world by our well-known feelings and opin- 
ions in their favor. When (said Mr. B.) did we 
recoguize their independence? Not till they had 
achieved it by their arms; not until the contest 
was over, and victory had perched upon their 


banners; not until the good fight had been fought ' 


and won. We then led the van in acknowledg- 
ing their independence. But until they were in- 
dependent in fact, we resisted every effort, and 
every eloquent appeal which was made in their 


behalf, to induce us to depart from the settled , 


policy of the country. When the fact of their 


actual independence was established, then, and | 


not till then, did we acknowledge it. 

He would rejoice should similar success attend 
the arms of the ‘Texans. He trusted they would 
yet conquer their independence against the myr- 
midons of Santa Anna. In that event, there was 
no man in the country who would vote more 
cheerfully to recognize it than himself. Until 


that time should arrive, he must continue to act | 
upon the firmly-established pncies which had | 


been our guide for nearly half a century. 

Mr. B. believed that no President of the United 
States had ever been more strongly convinced of 
the necessity of maintaining this principle invio- 


late than General Sackson. His whole conduct | 
Governments had made this man- | 


toward foreign 
ifest. Whilst (said Mr. B.) he requires justice 
from all, he treats all with justice. In his annual 
message, at the commencement of the present 
session, he informed Congress that instructions 


had been given to the district attorneys of the | 


United States to prosecute all persons who might 
attempt to violate our neutrality in the civil war 
between Mexico and Texas. He also stated that 
he had apprised the Government of Mexico that 
we should require the integrity of our territory 
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to be scrupulously respected by both rties. | 
He thus declared to the world not only that we || Texas. He hoped the Senator from Maine would 


had determined to be neutral between the parties, | make no particular opposition to printing the 
but that our neutrality must be respected by both. | 


This affords abundant evidence of his disposition 
neither to interfere with the internal concerns 
of other nations, nor to submit to any violation 
of the law of nations by them. Mr. B. enter- 


tained nota doubt that the line of conduct which |! 


he had marked out for himself in the beginning, 
he would pursue until the end, so far as the ex- 
ecutive Government was concerned. 

It was obviously necessary to. concentrate a 
strong military force on the confines of Texas, 
not only to enforce our neutrality, but to protect 
the lives and property of our fellow-citizens. 
This had been done; but the commanding general 
had been strictly prohibited from acting except 
on the defensive. 

Such a force was absolutely necessary to pre- 


serve inviolate our treaty with Mexico. Under || 


it, we were bound to maintain peace among the 
Indian nations along the frontier of the two coun- 
tries, and to restrain the Indians within our ter- 
ritory, by force if that should become necessary, 
from making war upon Mexico. This obligation 
was reciprocal, and bound both partiés. If the 


Indians from Texas should be let slip upon our j) 


frontier—if they, or Santa Anna, or any other | 
power, should attempt to invade our territory, | 
then every American would say, repel force by 
force, and return blow for blow. Our cause and 
our quarrel would then be just. 

But (said Mr. B ) let us not, by departing from | 
our settled policy, give rise to the suspicion that | 
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cruelty displayed in violating the rules of war in 





| memorial. 
| The memorial was then laid on the table, and 
_ ordered to be printed. 
REMOVAL OF INDIANS. 
The resolution submitted by Mr. Wensster, 
calling on the War Department for information 
| as to contracts for the removal of Indians, was 
, agreed to. 
SERVICES OF VOLUNTEERS. 
On motion of Mr. BENTON, the bill authoriz- 
ing the President to accept the service of volun- 
teers was taken up; nd, after a discussion on 
the amendment relative to the manner in which 
the officers shall be appointed, in which Messrs. 
|/BENTON, PRESTON, LEIGH, KNIGHT, 
CRITTENDEN, and WEBSTER, took part, 

Mr. SWIFT moved to recommit the bill to the 
_ Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. NICHOLAS moved to amend the motion 
of Mr. Swirt, by instructing the committee to 

bring in a bill to place the military peace estab- 

lishment on the footing that it was in 1815. 

On taking the question, the motion of Mr. 
Nicuotas was lost; and the motion of Mr. Swirt 
| was adopted. 
| The Senate then adjourned. 
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_ Monpay, May 9, 1836. 
Mr. EVERETT, by leave, submitted the fol- 


|| lowi ion; t i 
we have got up this war for the purpose of wrest- | ving resolution; which, under the rule, lies one 


ing Texas from those to whom, under the faith 


of treaties, it justly belongs. Since the treaty || 
| 
} 


with Spain of 1819, there could no longer be any | 
doubt that this proyince was a part of Mexico. | 


Iie was sorry for it; but such was the undeni- || 


able fact. Let us then follow the course which | 


we had pursued, under similar circumstances, 
in all other cases, 


Mr. B. said his blood boiled whilst contem- | 


plating the cruelties and the barbarities which | 


were said to have been committed by the Mex- | 
icans in this contest. The heart sickened and | 
revolted at such a spectacle. But, as an Amer- 
ican Senator, he could give the Texans nothing 
except his prayers and his good wishes. 

Mr. SHEPLEY was opposed to the printing | 
ofthe memorial. He would do nothing that would 
give the least countenance to the objects contem- 


_ plated by these memorialists, which were neither 


more nor less than that they should interfere in 

the affairs of Texas. Nor was the Senate pre- 

pre to compromise the neutrality of the country | 
taking part in the struggle going on there. | 


Why print these memorials, unless it was pro- || 


posed to circulate them, either for the purpose of 
further inflaming the public mind on the subject, | 
or acting on them there? He was not prepared to | 
propagate these opinions; and the very allusion | 
to the expressions of Santa Anna made on that 
floor would convey abroad erroneous impressions. 
He did not understand the letter as saying that 
Santa Anna would come here, but that he would | 
do so and tear the laurels from the brow of Gen- | 
eral Jackson in case we should be the first aggress- | 
ors. We had no occasion for war, and our 
sympathies in favor of Texas ought not to be | 
excited for that purpose. ~ He sympathized with | 
the people of Spain, suffering from a most san- | 
guinary state of warfare; he felt a sympathy for 
the oppressed all over the world; but he had no 
_idea of sacrificing the peace of the country. He 
hoped that the printing of the memorials would 
not be ordered; for it would be like giving coun- 
tenance to the objects of the memorialists, 

Mr. WEBSTER submitted to the Senate, 
whether the motion to print the memorial had not 
better be adopted, because the citizens who signed 
it were respectable, and the omission of it might 
seem to be a sort of disrespect to the petitioners; 
and, as printing was so .auch a matter of course, 
no improper construction, he thought, could be 


| put upon it. He had heard nobody on this floor 
“making an apology for the commander of the 
_ forces in Mexico, and did not wish any erroneous 
impressions to go abroad that amy one here was 


‘the apologist of the aishouorabla conduct and 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to communicate to this House, if, in his opinion, 
it shall not be incompatible with the public interest, the 
| instructions which have been transmitted from time to time 

since the Ist day of January, 1895, to the representative of 
the United States at the Government of Mexico, relative to 
the boundaries between the two nations, and relative to the 
setting on foot military expeditions by citizens of the United 
States against the Mexican province of Texas; and relative 
| to the military occupation or contemplated occupation, 

under the authority of the President, of any post or place 
within the said province of Texas; and all correspondence 
and communications which haye passed at Washington or 
at Mexico, between the two Governments, respecting the 
same ; and all information in possession of the Executive 
respecting the same; and also, that the President be 
requested to communicate to this House all orders and 
instructions issued to the military or other officers of the 
United States or of the States, relative to the defense of the 


|| western frontier; and all correspondence between them and 


the Government respecting the same. 


PROCEEDS OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
motion heretofore submitted by Mr. Wiiu1ams, 
of Kentucky, to refer to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, with instructions, a preamble and 
resolutions of the Legislature of Kentucky on the 
subject of the public lands. 

Mr. WILLIAMS modified his motion by pro- 
posing to refer said preamble and resolutions to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, with instruc- 
_ tions to report a bill distributing the proceeds of 

the sales of the public lands among the several 
States according to their Federal population, to be 
applied to such objects and for such purposes as 
the Legislatures of the States respectively shall 
determine. 

Mr. W. rose to address the House; when 
| Mr. GRAVES requested him to give way for 
| amoment to enable him to make a remark or two 
| personal to himself, in reply to an attack made 





upon him inthe Globe this morning. 
Mr. WILLIAMS would yield the floor for that 
urpose. 
. r. BOON protested against the practice of one 
member yielding the floor from time to time to 
another, and afterwards claiming it as a matter of 
right. If the gentleman from Kentucky, entitled 
to the floor, again yielded it, he would contest his 
ight to it, until other members, who chose to, had 
addressed the House. . 
Mr, WILLIAMS would not give way if the 
gentleman trom Indians, objected. 


Mr. GRAVES would not his request, if 


it would be the means of depriving his colleague 
of the floor. It was the Sent time, he believed, 
that any objection had been made, where a mem- | 
ber asked the consent of the House to make 
a statement personal to himself. 
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tucky [Mr. a declined yielding the floor, 
he would proceed with his remarks on the subject | 
before the House. 

Mr. WILLIAMS then proceeded to address the 
House on the subject of the instructions moved | 
by him to the Committee of Ways and Means; | 
and in reply to such of the arguments of his col- 
league (Mr. Hawes] as he considered; for he 
contended that the principal part of his colleague’s 
speech was made up of broad denunciations, with- 
out the shadow of truth to support them. : 

He contended that the request from the Legis- 
lature of Kentucky was an expression of public 


opinion, and ought to be received as such; and || 


hoped his colleague would receive that expression 
now, as he had contended it should have been | 


heretofore received. His colleague had charged || 


the Legislature of his State with having acted in | 
bad faith, and for political effect, in relation to 
this measure. Mr. W.repelled thatcharge. He 
had more confidence in the Legislature of his 
State than to suppose they would act in bad faith | 
on so important a subject as the present. He 

contended that they had acted in good faith, and 

agreeable to the wishes of the people of Kentucky, | 


who felta deep and abiding interest on this sub- | 


ject. With respect to the assertion of his col- 
league, that there were only four representatives 
of the people of Kentucky on that floor, and that 
there were nine who were not the representatives 
of the people, he would say that his (Mr. W.’s) 
constituents were decidedly in favor of a distri- 
bution of the proceeds of the public lands. 
W. said, as his colleague had boasted of having 
always acted in conformity to the will of his con- 
stituents, he would ask him whose representative 
he was on the memorable occasion of the passage 
of the bill, commonly called the force bill? His 
colleague’s name (he said) would be found ina 
very lean minority voting against that measure, 
which measure was concurred in by ninety-nine 
out of a hundred of the people of Kentucky. His 
colleague had said that 4 
measure which would bring his constituents to | 
ask or receive moncy of the General Government. | 
Now, Mr. W. thought it rather extraordinary | 
that his colleague would not vote for a proposi- | 


tion allowing his constituents to receive what they 
were entitled to. Mr. W.’s constituents did de- 
mand the passage of the bill, and they demanded 
itas a matter of right. But his colleague had | 
eaid,“Would you have the people, who are mas- 
ters, ask of the representatives, their servants, 
to give them this? Why, Mr. W. had always 
considered the relation of master and servant to 
be such, that the master had the right to ask his 
servanf to give him that which he was entitled to; 
but his colleague had reversed the nature of things. 
Hiscolleague had also said if this bill did pass, | 
that it would take the whole of that portion of 
the money which would go to Kentucky to edu- 
cate the children in his district. Mr. W. thought | 
it a singular kind of argument, that because there | 
would not be enough of money to educate all 
the children in a State, therefore it should not 
be allowed to receive anything for purposes of 
education. Buthe said th 

to distribute the proceeds of the sales of public 
lands, not for a limited time, but while there were | 
jands in the market. Hesaid we had now arrived 
at a period of unusual prosperity; a period which | 
to a certain extent, was to fix the policy and | 
future destiny of the country. The country had | 
reached a height of prosperity which few gov- | 
ernments had ever reached at so early an age. | 
He said we were now out of debt—had paid off | 
the debts which we had incurred during our strug- 
gles for liberty; we had paid off, and were still | 
paying off, those who had rendered service in | 
days of trial; and notwithstanding all that, we 
had an overflowing Treasury, which was increas- 
ing with a rapidity heretofore unknown. * Ought | 
they not, then, to fix upon some’plan for dispos- 
ing of this money? ere were different means 
of disposing of it. Some were for preparing the | 
country for defense in time of war, by increasing 
the Navy, building up of fortifications, &c. He 
would goas far as any member on that floor to 
put the country in a condition for ample and 


complete defense; he would go as far as the 
farthest in increasing the Navy; but he was 
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The CHAIR said, if the gentleman from Ken- i 


Mr. || 


never would vote fora || 


at his proposition went || 


| 
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opposed to a system of fortifying the yhole sea- 
/ coast. He pronounced it impracticable; they | 
never could put the whole Atlantic coast under 
fortification. He was in favor of having certain 
oints fortified, and to have navy-yards protected; 
ut he contended that the most effective way of 
preparing for war was by railroads, canals, and 
improving the navigation of water-courses. By 
that means, in a short time, any numberof men, 
/and any amount of munitions of war, might be 
| brought to a certain point. He considered this 
| much more efficient than to fortify the whole sea- 
' coast. 
He was opposed to the public treasure remain- 
ing in the deposit banks. He did not, however, 


|| pretend to say that they were unsafe. The presses 


| of one political party said they were unsafe, while 
those of the other pronounced them safe. He | 
would not pretend to decide that point; but 
whether it was in the vaults of the deposit banks, 
‘or in those of the United States Bank, still he 
| would be for removing it and returning it to the 
pockets of the people. The mere question of the 
money being safe or unsafe, ought not to influ- 
| ence the vote of a single man. If the money was 
unsafe, the bill could not make it safe. The 
' money should be returned to the people in the 
| same proportion in which it was taken from them. 
Another reason why the money should not re- 
| main in the vaults of the banks was, that it was 


|| leaving too much power and influence inthe hands 


of those who had charge of the money. It was 
the duty of the Representatives of the people to 
remove temptation from the President and Secre- 
| tary of the Treasury. However patriotic and 
honorable the present President might be, it was 
unknown who was to be his successor. Let who 
| would be his successor—whether it was to be 
Martin Van Buren, Hugh L. White, or William 
H. Harrison, still he would put the money out 
| of their reach, because there might arrive a time | 
when the money would be grasped to perpetuate 
a continuance in the office of President for life. 
| It was the duty, therefore, of the representatives 
| of the people to remove as faras possible all tempt- 

ation from the officers of the Government. Some 


this measure of distribution. He would only say 
| upon that subject that he, for one, had no con- 
stitutional scruples. He did not believe that the 
| framers of the Constitution ever intended that 
money should be collected to be hoarded up b 
the Government in alltime to come. Mr. Ww. 
then argued that they had the right to distribute 
the proceeds of the sales of public lands; and as- 
serted that although Kentucky had paid in her 
| proportion to the public Treasury, yct she had | 





while millions had been expended in other States. | 
Mr. TOUCEY obtained the floor; but gave | 


| way to | 
1 Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, who submit- 


| ted a motion to postpone the subject before the 
House, and also other debatable petitions upon 
the Speaker’s table, until Monday next, and that 
the rules be suspended for the purpose of calling 
| on States for petitions which should give rise to 
no debate. r. J. subsequently withdrew the | 
| motion. | 
| Mr. TOUCEY being entitled to the floor, but | 





preferring to postpone his remarks until another i 


day, he yielded the floor to 
Mr. BOON, who addressed the House on the 
subjects embraced in the motion of the gentleman | 
from Kentucky, (Mr. Wituiams.) As it had be- | 
come the fashion now not to speak to the subject 
before the House, he hoped he would be pardoned 
| if he should make a small digression from the 
| subject under consideration. The gentleman 
| from Kentucky [Mr. Aven] had, some time 
ago, congratulated himself and the country in 
having had an opportunity, after a session of 





three months, to discuss this proposition; and he | 


commenced to discuss it by reading extracts of 
letters and documents to show that Andrew 
Jackson had not pursued the same course in his 
| administration which he had previously recom- 
| mended to Mr. Monroe. Mr. B. said, about the 
close of Mr. Monroe’s administration, the coun- 
try was divided into four great political parties. 
Those four parties were, after the election of 
a President by the House of Representatives, 





! 
| (Mr. W. said) had constitutional objections to || 


never received the first dollar from the Treasury, || 


= 
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| reduced to two—the Adams and Jackson party. 


It was then that war was commenced between 
the ins and the outs. 

After General Jackson was elected, he found 
himself surrounded by men in office who were 
hostile to him, and it was necessary for him to 
make a change; and in consequence of that change, 
the ery of proscription had been rung over the 
land ever since he came into office, But Mr. B. 
would ask where this proscription commenced ? 
He would say in his place, without the fear of 
contradiction, that the first work of proscription, 
since the days of Mr. Jefferson, was by that Ad- 
ministration which preceded the present, of which 
Mr. Cray had been a prominent member; which 
proscription was the taking of the publishing of 
the laws from editors who had opposed that Ad- 
ministration, and giving them to the friends of 
that Administration. That was the gentleman 
who, he understood, had said, ‘* Give us patron- 
age, and we will make ourselves popular."’ There 
was an editor in Vincennes, Indiana, who was, 
and still continued to be, a friend of the present, 

, Administration, who had published the laws in 
consequence of his central position. Mr. B. again 
recommended this editor to the then Secretary of 
State; but he discovered that the printer was to 
be changed, because he was not a friend of the 

Administration; and there is where the work of 

proscription commenced, But, if this work of 

proscription had been carried on in Indiana, he 

contended they would have had a Jackson Legis- 

lature. Mr. B. said there had been a great deal 
| said about collar-men, and some gentlemen had 
taken occasion to say that they were not collar- 
men; but he had the gratification to say that he 
was a collar-man. He wore the collar of princi- 
ple, and belonged to that party, whether it was 
fortunate or unfortunate, which professed to act 
upon principle. He hoped they would not hear 
so many charges of party tactics; because every 
individual who was capable of discernment, must 
| see that those opposed to the present Administra- 
tion were just as full of proscription, not only in 
feeling, but in acts, as any party could be. They 
would proscribe members of Congress, members 
of the Legislature, and Martin Van Buren him- 
self, if they had the power of doing so. They 

-had attempted five times to proscribe Mr. B., and 

| on one occasion, had succeeded by one single 
vote, 

Much had been said upon the subject before 
the House, and mony tricks had been played off 
in various places. He did not believe there was 
any surplus to distribute. By areference it would 
be seen that there were in the deposit banks on 
the first of April about thirty-one millions of dol- 
dollars. There were bills reported to Congress 
during the present session, making appropria- 

tions of upwards of twenty-seven millions of 

dollars; and they would be called upon for about 
| six and a half millions for the fulfillment of In- 
dian treaties, being a sum of upwards of two 
millions of dollars over and above the amount in 
| the deposit banks. Then if ihese statements were 


|| correct, this matter of passing a bill for the dis- 


| tribution of the public revenue was a perfect polit- 
ical humbug. The question was not to be whether 
the people would consent to a distribution of the 
| public revenue, but whether they would consent 
to have drawn from their pockets more money 
than was meeeeens to carry on the operations of 
the Government. The effect of the bill then would 
be to raise taxes, instead of to distribute the sur- 
plus revenue; and he would ask gentlemen if the 
money would be returned to the people in the 
same ratio in which it was collected? Mr. B. 
wus opposed to the system of selling the public 
| lands, which would throw them into the hands of 
speculators and land jobbers. But give us (said 
Mr. B.) a reduction of the price of the public 
lands, and the new States will receive actnal set- 
tlers instead of land speculators; and then they 
would make their own roads and canals, and 
make their own improvements. He would let 
the money rest in the pockets of the peo le, and 
| would advocate no measure which would have a 
tendency to increase taxation, as this bill assur- 
edly would, if the estimates ‘he had referred to 
were correct. He would have no surplus to dis- 
tribute; and if it was likely to increase, he would 
lower taxes and duues, such as could be, go aa 





“% 


me rs tate ma sate + 








cil 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





May 9, 








to let the people retain their money in their own 
ockets, to be used as they may see fit. 


| but gives@he President the privilege of preventin 


|| it, if he thinks it ought not to be undertaken; an 


Mr. LINCOLN moved to take up the joint 1) if it were so, it would not remove the objection. 


resolution from the Senate, ‘to authorize the 


Secretary of War to receive additional evidence | 


in support of the claims of Massachusetts for dis- 
bursements, services, &c., during the late war.”’ 

Mr. McKIM objected. This day was set apart 
(at least until one o’clock) for the presentation 
of petitions. No opportunity had been afforded 
for the last three weeks to present petitions; and 
he had in his possession one which he desired to 
have referred. 

Mr. WARD hoped that the gentleman would 
withdraw his objection. The resolution would 

ive rise to no debate, and it was important that 
it should be passed. 

The resolution was taken up, the question 

nding being the following amendment, reported 
iy the Committee on Military Affairs: 

And that in the settlement of claims of other States 
upon the United States for services, disbursements, and 
expenditures during the late war with Great Britain, the 
eame kind of evidence, vouchers, and proof, shall be re- 


» @ 
ecived as ts herein provided tor iu relation to the claim of 


Museaciusetts, the validity of which shall be, in like man- 
ner, determined and acted upon by the Secretary of War. 

The amendment was concurred in; and the 
resolution as amended was read the third time 
and passed. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, on leave, presented a 
document from the War Department on the snb- 
ject of cannon and a national foundery; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PHILLIPS, on leave, presented a petition. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
following amendment of the Senate to the naval 
appropriation bill: 

Bec. 2. And he it further enacted, That an exploring ex- 
pedition te the Pacific ocean and the South seas be, and the 
same is hereby, authorized and directed, and that the Pres- 
ident of the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized 
to prepare and send out for that purpose asloop of war, and 
to purchase or provide such other smaller vessels as may 
be necessary and proper to render the said expedition effi- 
cient and useful. 

Sec. 3. Aad be it further enacted, That the use of so much 
of the appropriatious for the support of the Navy, and of the 
means and facilities under the control of the Navy Depart- 
ment, as mav be necessary and proper for that object, be, 
and the same is hereby, authorized ; and, in addition thereto, 
the sum of #150,000 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated. . 


The question pending being the following sub- 
stitute for the foregoing, adopted in Committee 
of the Whole, on the motion of Mr. Jarvis: 


Strike out all after the word “ that,”’ in the first line, and 
insert: . 

The President of the United States be, and he is hereby, 
authorized, if in his opinion the public interest shall require, 
to send outa surveying and exploring expedition to the 
Pacific ocean and South seas: and for that purpose to em- 
ploy a sloop of war, and to purchase or provide such other 
email vessels as may be necessary and proper to render the 
said expedition efficient and useful; and for this purpose the 
stim of $150,000 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 


ated; and, in addition thereto, *f necessary, the President | 


of the United States is authorized to use other means in the 
control of the Navy Department, not exceeding $150,000, 
for the objects required. 


Mr. PATTON said that, when he was inter- | 


rupted the other day by the calling of the orders 
of the day, he was proceeding to state the ground 
of his objection to the amendment proposed by 


the committee of the House to the amendment of | 


the Senate. He apprehended that the point of 
his objection had been misunderstood. 
not intend to make an argument against the au- 
thority of the Government to fit outand direct such 
anexploring expedition. He had his doybts about 


it, but was willing to hear what could be said in | 


favor of it, and to indicate the result of his reflec- 
tions upon it byasilent vote. But he objected to 
the change of the proposition made by the Com- 
mittee of Naval Affairs of this House. The ori- 
nal proposition was, that Congress should author- 
ize and direct the institution of this expedition. 
The amendment proposed to make an appropri- 
ation authorizing the expedition, provided the 
President should be of opinion that it was expe- 
dient to send it out and establish it. 


The gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. Tovcey) |, 


He did | 


|| If this thing be right, we ought to direct it to be 
done by law, and leave the President to execute 
the law. If it be not right in our opinion, or if 
we are not satisfied that it is right, we ought not 
to leave it in the discretion of the Executive to do 
it. Mr. P. said he held it as an important prin- 
ciple in the administration of the affairs of the 
Government, that as little discretion as possible 
should be transferred to the executive depart- 
ment; that Congress—the legislative department 
—whenever it iscompetent to that department, 
should direct what ought to be done in the execu- 
tion of the legislative powers of the Government; 
and that the. Executive Department should be 
confined to the execution of the laws directed by 
Congress; and, in relation to this matter, I main- 
tain that the amendment involves a transfer to 
the executive department of a portion of the 
legisiative power of Congress, and to devolve 
upon him a responsibility and burden which ap- 
ee does not belong to the duties of an 
<xecutive. Is this business of instituting an 
expedition to explore distant seas and regions a 
proper subject of legislation, or is it not? The 
very terms of the original proposition, as well as 
those of the arnendment, show the general sense 
that it must be authorized by Congress. If so, 
it is a part of our legislative power to authorize 
it, or not to authorize it. The Executivé has no 
power to institute it until Congress shall by law 
authorize it. When, therefore, instead of deciding 
that it shall be instituted, we refer it to the Exec- 
utive to say whether it shall be instituted or not, 
we invest him with a part of our legislative 
power, and shift from our own shoulders the 
responsibility of doing what, if done at all, we 
ought to order to be done. The principle of the 
amendment, in my judgment, goes the whole 
length of sanctioning our right to devolve upon 
the Executive the whole legislative business of 
the country, if we thought he could do it better, 
and were Locos to relieve ourselves from the 
burden of it. 

Mr. P. said he thought it invaded that principle 
of separation which ought to be so sedulously 
preserved between the several departments of 
the Government, the importance of which could 

hardly be overrated for maintaining the just a 
and harmonious action of the system. Mr. P. 
said he knew not, and cared not to know, whether 
the performance of this duty, which it was pro- 
posed to devolve upon the Executive, would be 
agreeable to him or not. He may consider it an 
unpleasant duty, or he may desire the privilege 
of authorizing what some parts of the country 
| think so beneficent a measure, or he may be en- 
tirely indifferent about it. I know nothing about 
this. My objections are not influenced by any 
desire to relieve the President from a burden, or 
deprive him of any gratification. 1 object to the 
principle of the amendment, under which it seems 
to me we might with the same propriety transfer 
to the Executive the discretion to do or not to do 
any other legislative duty. If this expedition 
ought to be undertaken, let us direct it absolutely 
and positively to be instituted. If it be not right 
to institute, let us say so, and prevent it from being 
proceeded in. We ae ought not to be per- 
suaded to abstain from the performance of our 
own peculiar legislative duty in determining if 
this expedition ought to be directed, and to de- 
volve it upon the Executive, by the reason given 
by the chairman of the Committee of Naval 
Affairs, to wit: that we have not the necessary 
information, or means of obtaining it, to enable 
us to decide it. I am not prepared to give any 
sanction to it until I have the necessary inform- 
_ ation to satisfy me it ought to be carried on. 
| Mr. HAMER concurred to a great extent in 
| the views of the gentleman from Virginia on the 
/ amendment, for he held that each branch of the 
| Government should take the responsibility be- 
longing to it, whether legislative, executive, or 
judicial, and therefore he should have preferred 
| the original amendment of the Senate. On the 
| Subject of the expedition, it had been opposed on 
the ground of novelty. This was not the fact, 


is mistaken in supposing that, by the amendment, || for every nation in Europe had sent out similar 


Congress decides that the expedition is proper, 


‘exploring expeditions. Again, with regard to 


the power of Congress to authorize this expedi- 

tion, he maintained that the authority was derived 
| under that clause of the Constitution in relation 
| to the interests of commerce. As precedents, he 
| adduced the surveys of Mr. Hasler of the coast 
| of the United States, and the instructions to 
| Messrs. Featherstonaugh and Long. They were 
all national objects, similar to the one proposed 
for an exploring expedition to the South sea, 
and on that ground he should vote for it. Mr. 
H. entered into areview of the plan roposed, 
and the advantages that the South sea fishing in- 
terest in particular, and the commercial interest in 
general, would derive from it. He also bestowed 
a high commendation upon Mr. Reynolds, who 
was actuated alone by disinterested and patriotic 
zeal, and whose services would be afforded, 
| whether he was employed by the Government or 
-not. Mr. H. had known him from his boyhood, 
_and had the means of estimating his character. 
He expressed his surprise that the gentleman 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Hawes,] some days since, 
should have denounced the scheme as visionary, 
after the unanimous expression of opinion now 
before the House from so many enlightened 
| individuals. The whole commercial community 
'almost had petitioned for it. The East Indian 
Marine Society of Salem, Massachusetts, com- 
posed of members who must all have doubled 
one of the capes, had also petitioned for it; and 
| there were now before Congress the expression 
of the Legislatures of seven different States in its 
favor. It was due to this great country that it 
should add something to the stock of nautical 
knowledge; and he cited the authority of Com- 
modore Downes for saying that every chart now 
used in navigating the South seas was the pro- 
duct alone of European enterprise and informa- 
tion. 

Mr. REED remarked that this was truly a 
national object, and one the justice, the expe- 
| diency, or the constitutionality of which he had 
/no doubt. He should have preferred taking the 
responsibility himself, as one of the members of 
| that House; but he had no fears of the result, if 
| it was left to the Executive. Mr. R. adverted to 
| the extent of our commerce in the South sea, the 
| number of ships engaged in that navigation, and 
| the dangers and perils attendant thereon, in con- 
| sequence of the existing defective charts, and the 
want of practical information being collected and 
| embodied for the use of the navigator; and dwelt 
on these points at some length. He refefred to 
/a variety of oral and documentary testimony in 
| support of the object of this expedition, and to 
| show that it was in no sense of a local character. 
| Mr. HAWES again opposed the proposition. 
| He said it went to appropriate no 1&s_ than 
$300,000 for an exploring expedition to the South 
| seas, which, he was satisfied, was exceeding the 
— given to Congress under the Constitution. 

oreover, it ought not to have been fixed upon 
a bill for the naval service, in the face of the prin- 
ciple heretofore acted on, that no appropriation 
should be inserted in any of the phils for the 
service of the Government but such as were au- 
thorized by an existing law. Every proposition 
to amend the other appropriation bills had been 
rejected on this very ground. This alone wasa 
sufficient argument against it. Nor was he to be 
| governed in his vote by any such consideration 

as that the Governments 0 Europe had author- 
ized it. As well might he be called on to give 
his vote for a standing army of one or two hun- 
dred thousand men, because the Governments of 
Europe authorized such establishments. They 
had their dukes, and their marquises, and lords, 
but that was no reason why we should. 

Mr. HAMER explained that he had not called 
upon any gentleman to vote for this proposition, 
because the Governments of Europe had au- 
thorized similar exploring expeditions. He had 
merely adverted to the fact that such expedi- 
tions were not novel, in replication to the argu- 
ment of the gentleman himself that this was of 
a novel character. 

Mr. HAWES should, however, in no way, be 
overned by what the Government of Europe had 
one. He did not follow them in their political 

institutions, nor was he disposed to do so in any- 
thing else of a speculative character. He denied 
that the benefits contemplated would result from 





LT 











ee 
ee 


ot 


a 
— 


a. ee ae ot tn eee Se 6 OO 2S SC 









1836. 





this expedition. With reference to the surveys 
of Mr. Hasler, they were valuable, because they 
related to our own coast. Asto Mr. Feather- 
stonaugh’s book, there was not a single idea, not 
a solitary new fact init; and this was the opinion 
of men of the West who had examined it. But 
even if the book was valuable, it offered no reason 
for the present proposition. Was it recommended 
by the Secretary of the Navy? It was not. So 
far from it, he had been given to understand that 
that gentleman wasopposed to it. Mr. H. really 
could not believe that it would pass that House. 
If it did, he believed they should next have a 
proposition for a voyage of discovery to the moon, 
or oftar: yimg out the plan of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] for erecting light- 
houses in the skies. 

Mr. PHILLIPS denied that the object of this 
expedition was of a visionary character; for if he 
could bring himself to believe so he should vote 
against it. He did not, however, aveere of the 
amendment coming from the Naval Committee, 
as it presented many difficulties, such as those 
adverted to by the gentleman from Virginia; and 
he would have preferred the amendment of the 


Mr. P. then reviewed the subject at some length, 
resenting the difficulties attendant on the nav- 


pages us Mirena Mog cat gett. ape tar | Senate to that bill were severally concurred in. 


its almost innumerable istands, and its coral reefs, 
referring also to the extent of commerce in that 
quarter. He was in favor of the expedition, be- 
cause he was satisfied the result of it would tend 
most materially to diminish, if not altogether re- 
lieve seamen from the danger attendant on South 
Sea voyages; and he also promised himself that 
important commercial advantages would grow 
out of such an expedition. On these two points 
Mr. P. dwelt at some length, and cited a variety 
of documentary and statistical details, illustrative 
of the present extent of our commerce in the 
South seas. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND made an earnest appeal 
to the House to take the question without further 
discussion, and he would give way for that pur- 
pose, though, if the debate was continued, he 
should claim the floor. 

The amendment of the Committee of the Whole 


to the amendment of the Senate was then agreed || 


to. 


The question recurring on agreeing to the || 


amendment as amended, 

Mr. HAWES asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. DICKERSON was opposed to the whole 
proposition; for he did not Snare it expedient, 
even if it were constitutional. Moreover, they 
had not the information before them necessary to 
enable them to act on the subject understandingly ; 
and he was opposed to this hasty mode of legis- 
lation by tacking new propositions to bills with 
which they had no necessary connection. The 


bill for the service of the Navy had now been de- || 


layed for weeks in discussing a measure for an 
exploring expedition which, if carried into effect, 
it was doubtful whether any benefit would result. 
The subject was not a new one, and action on it 
had before failed in Congress. He then referred 
to the report of a former committee of the Senate 
on the subject, unfavorable to such an expedi- 
tion, and sent the report to the Clerk’s table to be 


read. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG did not rise (he said) to 
engage in this debate, but to intreat the House 
not to carry the ordinary Navy appropriation bill 
upon an exploring expedition further than it had 
already gone. He regretted that thisamendment 
should have been made by the Senate; not that 
he was op to the object, for he deemed it 
highly expedient, but he threw himself upon tlie 
indulgence of the House to intreat them to vote 
on it at once, and either adopt it or rejectit. The 
passage of this appropriation bill had now been 
postponed for a month, in consequence of the Seh- 
ate’s amendment. 

The question was then taken on concurring in 
the amendment as amended; and the vote was-— 
yeas 92, nays 68. 

So the amendment as amended wasconcurred in. 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
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| making appropriations for the support of the 
nr 
Th 


Senate, though he should vote for the former. || Port of the Army for 1836, $700,000. 





resolved itselfinto the Committee of the Whole on |’ severally concurred in, with the exception of the 
the state of the Union, and took up and consid- | amendment providing that the exploring expedi- 
ered the amendments of the Senate to the bill tion to the South seas shall be fitted out, ‘‘ pro- 
| wided that the President shall be of opinion that such 
for the year 1836. | expedition is proper and necessary for the public ser- 
e amendments were of an unimportant char- | vice;’? the provision having been struck out on 
acter; one was merely verbal, and the other ap- | motion of Mtr. Sournarp—yeas 26, nays 3, as 
pt only the sum of $300 for completinga | follows: 
medal ordered to be struck and presented to Gen- YEAS—Mesars. Benton, Black, Clay, Clayton, Davis, 
eral BIPMys and other officers, for their meritori- | Ewing 96 Oni Gemetr: Mendetehe Hebbesd, Kan puleht, 
ous conduct during the late war, b ion | Leigh, Lim, Naudain, » Prentiss, Rives msg 
of a former Samareeer: s UPA aoene | wees er j Boueents Swit, Tallmadge, Tomlinson, 
The amendments were severally concurred in, || NAYS—Messrs. Hill, King of Georgia, and Wright—3. 
and the bill was laid aside. || DEPUTY COLLECTOR AT NEWCASTLE. 
FORTIFICATION BILL. | Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Com- 
On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the com- || merce, reported a bill providing for the appoint- 
mittee then took up the bill making appropria- || ment of _a deputy collector to reside at New 
tions for certain fortifications of the United States || Castle, Delaware; which was, by unanimous 
for the year 1836. consent, read twice, and ordered to be engrossed 
The bill eving been read by the Clerk, || for a third reading. 


Mr. CAMBRELNG proposed to amend the i BILLS CRDERED TO A THIRD READING. 


same by inserting a clause for the armament of the || . . . 
fortifications, in addition to the amount appropri- The followin ae ee eee 


ated in the bill making appropriations for the sup- ! a dedineed' to a thied ‘sania 


The bill for the relief of David MeCord; 
The bill for the relief of Captain M. T. Wool- 
| sey, of the United States Navy; 
The bill to carry into effect the ninth article of 
the treaty with Spain; 

The bill for the relief of Daniel Stoddert; 

The bill to increase the pension of Thomas 
Harrison; 

The bill for the relief of Orris Gay; 

The bill for the relief of Carey Clark; 

The bill for the relief of Albert Pawling; 


On motion of Mr. McCOMAS, the committee 
then rose, and reported the Army appropriation 
bill to the House; and the amendments of the 


BRIDGE AT HARPER’S FERRY. 

On motion of Mr. MERCER, by general con- 
sent, the House took up the bill to authorize the 
Shenandoah Bridge Company at Harper’s Ferry 
to erect a bridge on the lands of the United States 
at or near the town of Harper’s Ferry. 














The bill was read a second time, and ordered || ‘The bill for the relief of John Powell; 











| to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. The bill for the relief of Richard Anderson; 
On motion of Mr. LEWIS, the House then || The bill for the relief of the widow of Captain 
adjourned. Samuel Gibbs; 
| The bill for the relief of Dr. Samuel White; 
IN SENATE The bill for the relief of Ransom Mix and John 
i | McLeod; 
Tuespay, May 10, 1836. | The bill for the relief of John A. Rodgers; 
The CHAIR communicated a report from the || The bill for the relief of Leslie Combs; 

Navy Department, in reply to a resolution of the || The bill for the relief of Jonathan Elkins; 
| Senate, on the subject of compensation of the || The bill for the relief of Jean Baptiste Janis, 
| clerks in the public offices; which, on motion of || Sr., of Missouri; 

Mr. Grunpy, was referred to the Committeeon | The bill toincrease the pension of Jacob Slough; 
| Finance. a || ‘The bill for the relief of Stephen Bohannan; 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of the || The bill for the relief of Guy Hitehcock; 

| heirs of Peter Walker, praying to be permitted | The bill explanatory of the actentitled ‘An act 
| to locate land in lieu of that claimed by them and || to prevent detaleations on the part of the disburs- 

sold by the United States; which was referred to || ing agents of the Government,” passed January 
| the Committee on Private Land Claims. || 25, 1828; 

Mr. KENT presented tha petition of Eleanor '| ‘The bill for the relief of Samuel Warner; 

| Wills; which was referred to the Committee on |! The bill for the relief of Joshua Hatch and 

Claims. || others, interested in a fishing vessel which was 


| Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of the || Jost at sea; 

| heirs of General Jacob Bailey, of the revolution- |; The bill for the relief of Elizabeth Flicker, late 
ary army; which was referred to the Committee || widow of Henry Richards, deceased; 

| on Revolutionary Claims. || The bill for the relief cf Benjamin Bennett and 


The following message was received from the | 
President of the United States. 


Wasuiscton, May 10, 1836. 
To the Senate and House of Representatives: 

Information has been received at the Treasury Depart- 
ment, that the four installments under our treaty with France 
have been paid tothe agentof the United States. In com- 
municating this satisfactory termination of our controversy 
with France, [ feel assured that both Houses of Congress 
will uhite with me in desiring and believing that the antici- 


others; 
The bill for the relief of the legal represent- 
| atives of Joseph Hazlitt and Jemima Murroe; 
The bill for the relief of the owners, officers, 
and crews of the private armed vessels Neptune 
/and Fox; and 
| The bill providing for the payment of certain 
| companies of militia of Missouri. and Indiana, 
' who were embodied for the protection of the fron- 
pations of the festoration of the ancient cordial relations || 
between the two countries, expressed in my former mes- 


tiers against the Indians in 1832. 
sages on this subject, will be speedily realized. No proper || BILLS PASSED. 
exertion of mine shall be wanting to efface the remem- ‘ 
brance of those misconceptions that have temporarily inter- || The following bills fi rom the House were sev- 
rupted the aecustomned intercourse between them. | erally read the second time, and considered as in 
ANDREW JACKSON. || Committee of the Whole, and ordered to a third 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. reading; and, after having been engrossed, were, 
Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on || by snanimous consent, read the third time, and 
Pensions, reported a bill granting a sion to : . ; 
Guy Hitchedokaeoldier 0 the Revolutions which ae Se eetents mmnare of 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. The bill nee relief of Amy Wilson; : 


Mr. MOORE, from the Committee on Revolu- ; i 0 ‘ 
tionary Claims, reported the bill for the relief of || . The bill for the relief of Elizabeth May; 


| 





| 








Nancy Haggard, without amendment. athe for the relief of Peter Doxtater and 
RAVY APEREIST AION BIBI The bill for the relief of Benedict Alford and 
On motion of Mr. SOUTHARD, the Sénate || Robert Brush; 


The bill granting a pension to Colonel Gideon 


Tee bill for the relief of Terael Ingalls; 
Phe bill for the relief of Jesse Syken; 


proceeded to the consideration amendments 
of the House to the amendments made by the 
Senate to the bill making riations for the 
naval service for the year 1836; and the same were 
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The bill for the relief of Joseph W. Worm- 
stead, of Marblehead, and the crew of the 
schooner Sally, which was lost at sea; 

The bill for the relief of Abiel Rhodes and 
others, owners, officers, and crew of the schooner 
Mary; and 

The bill for the relief of Reuben Colbourn. 

The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespar, May 10, 1856. 


Petitions and memorials were presented, on 
leave, by Messrs. McKIM, INGERSOLL, JUD- 
SON, HOWARD, PARKER, ADAMS, LAW- 
RENCE, PINCKNEY, BOND, JOHNSON of 
Tennessee, JOHNSON of Louisiana, MUH- 
LENBERG, BOYD, and HARRISON of Mis- 
souri. 

Mr. McKIM presented a memorial of the Board 
of Trade of the city of Baltimore, praying for 
the establishment of a daily express mail from 


New Orleans, through the principal cities, to Port- || 


land. Also, a memorial from the same board, 


asking for the passage of a bill to encourage the || 


employment of boys in vessels of the United 
States 

Mr. LAWRENCE presented a petition of 
Thomas Cushing, of the city of Boston, owner 
of the scliooner Germantown, of Boston, which 
schooner was duly licensed and engaged during 
the last season in carrying on the codfishery, 
praying that the bounty granted by law to vessels 
so licensed and employed may be paid to him, 
which bounty is withheld because said schooner 
returned-into the port of Ellsworth, and not to 
the port of Boston; which was referred to the 
Committee of Commerce. 

Aliso, a petition of Joseph Eustis, merchant of 
Boston, praying that the duties paid by him on 
a qnenihy of merino goods, imported into the 
port of New York in 1834, over and above the 
rate of duty usually imposed on such goods, may 
be refunded with interest, so that he may be 
placed on the same footing with other merchants 
engaged in the importation of the same article; 
which was referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

RELATIONS WITH MEXICO. 

On motion of Mr. EVERETT, the following 
resolution offered by him yesterday was taken 
up: 
i neoleed, That the President of the United States be 
requested to communicate to this House, if in his opinion 
it shall not be incompatible with the public interest, the 
instructions which have been transmitted from time to time 
since the first day of January, 1835, to the representative of 
the United Statesat the Government of Mexico, relative to 
the boundaries between the two nations, and relative to 
the setting on foot military expeditions by citizens of the 
United States against the Mexican province of Texas; and 
relative to the military occupation, or contemplated occu- 
pation, under the authority of the President, of any post or 
place within the said province of Texas, and all corre- 
spondence and communications which have passed at 

ashingion or at Mexico, between the two Governments 
respecting the same; and all information in possession of 
the Executive respecting the same ; and also, that the Pres- 
ident be requested to communicate to this House all orders 
and instructions issued to the military or other officers of the 
United States or of the States, relative to the defense of 


the western frontier, and all correspondence between them 
aud the Government respecting the same. 


The question being on the adoption of the 
resolution, 

Mr. ADAMS said, as this subject was some- 
what connected with the debate which took place 
on Saturday last, and in which he had madea 
statement, noticed in the Globe of this morning, 
as follows : 


“We are informed that several members of Congress 
have made inquiries of the President in relation to the fact 
stated by Mr. Apame in debate, that he had consulted him 
(then a Major General in the United States Army) in regard 
to the limits stipulated in the treaty of 1819, for the south- 
western frontier of the Union. e are informed that the 
President, in reply to these inquiries, hus said, that Mr. 
ApDaMs must have fallen intosome mistake ; that he has not 
the slightest recollection of having been consulted on the 
subject; that he could not have expressed an opinion in re- 
gard to the stipulation, because he had not any exact in- 
formation at that time, either in regard to the topography 
of the country, or the nature and extent of the claim set 
up for it by our Government ; and because the only point in 
the treaty with which his duties as a military man made 
him acquainted being Florida, he presumes, if consulted at 
all in relation to the treaty, of which he has no recollection, 
it must have been in regard to that Territory” — 


He wished to say a word before the question 





| 


upon the resolution should be taken. With ref- 
erence to this statement, he had only to say, that 
| of the recollections of the President of the United 
| States he knew nothing; but in consequence of 
| this statement in the Globe, he felt himself called 
| upon to repeat the statement which he had made 
/on Saturday last, and to say, that the consulta- 
_tion with the present President of the United 
| States, to which he had then adverted, was not 
| because he was a military commander in the 
| Army of the United States, though he was then 
acting in that capacity. The treaty was signed 
| on the 22d of February, 1819; and he presumed 





it was in the recollection of many members of the 
| House, that General Jackson was at that time in 
| this city, as that was the celebrated session during 
which his proceedings in the Seminole war were 
| subjects of deliberation in both Houses of Con- 
| gress; and General Jackson was here during the 
| consideration of that subject, and was here at the 
, time of the conclusion of the treaty. He now 
| repeated, that with regard to the western or south- 
ern boundary of the United States mentioned in 
| that treaty, he (Mr. A.) was the last person in 
the cabinet of Mr. Monroe who assented to that 
| boundary. Mr. A. was the negotiator of the 
| treaty with Mr. Onis, the Spanish Minister, and 
| he acted upon the principle that it was his duty 
to concede nothing, either sotery. or anything 
else, claimed on the part of the United States. 
Whatever he did was subject to the decision of 
| his superior, the President of the United States, 
| under whose orders he acted; and he would further 
state, that during the negotiation of that treaty, 
which was partly carried on by personal confer- 
ences with Mr. bale, and partly by correspond- 
ence, there was nothing either in the conferences 
nor in the correspondence, of which he did not 
make immediate report to the President of the 
United States, both of the communications made 
to Mr. Onis and of those received from him. In 
"every step in relation to that treaty, the President 
| took advice of the whole of his cabinet; in no one 
single instance was there a concession of any 
claim proposed or advised by Mr. A. He did not 
mean to say that he did anything but what he 
was bound to do, or was his duty; and he had 
carried through that measure the same principle 
as he had done in all others which had been as- 
signed tohim. Acting immediately under the eye 
of the President, his duty was to defend the whole 
claim of the United States; and to the best of his 
ability he had done so. Concession might, and 
did, come from others—it was in no instance 
whatever proposed by him. 

But to come to the precise point. After the 
treaty had been framed and. ready to receive the 
signatures of the contracting parties, but before 
there was any obligation upon our part to sign it, 
by the express direction of Mr. Monroe, he a 
A.) took the treaty, drawn up as it was, to Gen- 
eral Jackson, not as to the military commander 
of the Army of the United States, but as to a 
highly distinguished citizen of the United States, 
who, being here at the time, the then President 
of the United States*thought proper to consult 

upon a subject of such great importance. He 
took the treaty to him at his lodgings, which were 
in a house at that time kept, he believed, by Mr. 
Strother. He took and delivered that treaty into 
the hands of General Jackson, with the particu- 





lar request from Mr. Monroe that he would read 
it over and give his opinion upon it. He would 
state further, that General Jackson kept the treaty 
some time, possibly not more than one day, but 
he kept it a sufficient time to form a deliberate 
opinion upon it; and that he (Mr. A.) called upon 
him after a day or two, and that he returned the 
treaty, with his approbation of that particular 
boundary. 
The resolution was then agreed to. 


INDEPENDENCE OF TEXAS. 


Mr. SUTHERLAND asked the consent of the 

ouse to present a petition from sundry citizens 
| of Pennsylvania, praying Congress to recognize 
| the independence of Texas. 

Objection being made Mr. S. moved to suspend 
the rule to ena@le him to present the petition re- 
ferred to. ‘ 

Mr. DENNY had several petitions which he 


desired to present. He hoped his colleague would 













move to suspend the rule until one o’clock, so aa 
to call the States pty for petitions. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND modified his proposition 
accordingly; when it was negatived without a 
count, , 

Mr. HAYNES moved to take upand consider 
the resolution from the Senate, fixing a day for 
the final adjournment of the present session of 
Congress. 

Mr. HEISTER asked for the yeas and nays on 
the motion. 

Objection being made to taking up the resolu- 


tion, 

Mr. HAYNES moved to suspend the rules, in 
— to enable him to submit a motion f that 
effect. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, asked for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered; and, being 
taken, were—yeas 87, nays 90. 

So the motion to suspend the rules was nega- 
tived. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee on Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
Curtis Grubbs; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims, reported the following 
bills; which were read twice and committed: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs-at-law of Wad- 
ley Noyes; and 

A bill for the relief of the heirs-at-law of Lieu- 
tenant James Conway. 

Mr. M., from the same committee, reported, 
without amendment, bills from the Senate, in 
addition to the acts for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of George Hurlbert, and ae Lay 
Bond, and Hannah Douglass. 

Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported, without amendment, a 
joint resolution from the Senate to apply the un- 
expended balance of the appropriation for build- 
ing a re across the Potomac to the improve- 
ment of Maryland avenue leading to said bridge; 
and the same was committed. 

Mr. BRIGGS, on leave, presented certain 
amendments to the rules of the House; which 
were laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, reported a bill in- 
creasing the compensation of the clerks in the 
several offices therein named; which was read 
twice and committed. 

Mr. INGERSOLL, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported a bill for the relief of 
S. Morris Waln & Co.; which was read twice 
and committed. 

Mr. GILLET, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported the following bills; which were 
read twice and committed: 

A bill for the relief of Squire Sterns; and 

A bill for the relief of Henry Beamish. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Virginia, moved that the 
morning hour for Thursday next be set apart for 
the consideration of the bill to extend the pension 
act of 1832; which being objected to, 

Mr. J. moved to suspend the rules for the pur- 
pose of making the motion. Lost. 

Mr. HARRISON, of Missouri, from the Com- 

mittee on Public Lands, reported a bill makin 
a donation of land to the State of Missouri an 
Territory of Arkansas for the purpose of con- 
structing a road for military and other purposes; 
which was read twice, and committed. 
Mr. CONNOR, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported several 
amendments to the bill for the organization of 
the Post Office Department; which were ordered 
to be printed. fig 

Unfavorable reports upon various petitions, 
&c., were made by Mr. WHITTLESEY, of 
Ohio, from the Committee of Claims; Mr. 
STORER, from the Committee on Revolutio 
Pensions; Messrs. MUHLENBERG, CRAIG, 
CRAN and BEAUMONT, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims; Messrs. EVANS and 
HARPER, from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions; and by Mr. HARRISON, of Missouri, 
from the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, the House pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of 











1836. 


———— 


THE ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
The following’ bills and resolutions from the 
Senate were read twice and committed: 
A bill to provide for the payment of the Ver- 





burgh;, ‘ eae ; 
A joint resolution authorizing the President of 
the United States to appoint an agent to prose- 


cute and receive from the Court of Chancery of | 


England the legacy feft to the United States by 


\ 


| public lands, and to cede, on certain conditions, 
‘|| a large portion of the domain to the States in || 
\| 
mont militia who served at the battle of Platts- | 
| the proposition; he would -net (for it was not in 
|| order) discuss the merits of the bill; but he could 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


by their proposition to reduce the price of the 


which it lies—a measure admissory to this. He 
would say nothing as to the constitutionality of || 


i 


|| see no reason why the subject should be referred | 


the will of the late James Smithson, of London, | 


for the purpose of founding the Smithsonian 
University; 

A bill to authorize letters patent to be issued 
to John Howard Ryan, and others; and 


A bill for the improvement of certain harbors, | 


and for the survey of certain proposed improve- 
ments. 


limited time, the proceeds of the sale of the public 
jands of the United States, and for granting land 
to certain States, was read twice. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, moved to | 


commit the bill to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CARR moved that it be committed to the 
Committee on Public Lands; and 

Mr. GILLET moved to commit the bill to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, hoped 
the subject would be referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. This 
‘was a measure in which the old States felt a deep 
interest, and it was a measure requiring the 
prompt and speedy action of the ‘Seas, and 
therefore should be referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. If the sub- 
ject should be referred to the Committee on 

ublic Lands, it would have to come back to the 
Committee of the Whole; there was no sort of 
necessity to refer the subject to a standing com- 
mittee, because the subject had occupied the at- 
tention not only of Congress but of the whole 
nation, and he was desirous that it should be 
acted upon at the present session. 


| could perceive of no occasion for that committee 


of the country might be satisfied on this great | 


to the Committee of Ways and Means, as he | 
to give the House their financial views upon the || 
subject. He hoped the subject would be taken | 
up in Committee of the Whole, and that there | 
might be some action upon it, so that the people | 


| 


and engrossing subject, and the Treasury saved || 
from an alarmingly swelling surplus. The State || 


. : | he represented had expressed, over and over || 
A bill from the Senate to appropriate, for a | 


| ought not to be delayed. 
| should it not be delayed? 
|| did this bill proceed? It proceeded upon the || 
principle that there was a surplus of the public || 


|| 
| ° 
| a surplus for some time to come, above what was 
' wanted to carry on the operations of the Gov- 
| ernment. 


Mr. CHAMBERS, of Pennsylvania, was op- | 


posed to any motion which would delay the ac- 
tion of the House upon this measure. The peo- 
ple of Pennsylvania had their attention directed 
to the subject of a distribution of the proceeds of 
the sale of the public lands, as one of great 
moment tothem. The Legislature of the State, 
by a resolution adopted by an overwhelming ma- 
jority, had requested their representatives on that 

oor to 


ress with all their influence a distribu- | 


tion of the proceeds of the sales of the public | 


lands; he therefore could not consent to any dis- 


elay. He argued that there was no sort of ne- 
cessity for referring the subject to one of the 
standing committees of the House, because the 
subject had been discussed in speeches, reports, 
and messages, until it was as familiar to every 
member of the House as it would be after bein 
returned from one of the committees. He seed 
also, that it should not go to the Cominittee on 
Public Lands, because that committee had already 
expressed an opinion on the subject; and there 


' effect. 
peonen of the subject which would occasion | 


| est therein. Why,sir, (said Mr. G.,) should we 


| of the people—for the people of the several States 
| had spoken in favor of the measure? 
| to him that they would not be doing their duty || 








| tribute. 
| priating many millions of dollars, perhaps enough 
| to cover the whole amount of money in the Treas- 


again, its opinion upon the subject, through ita || 
Legislature. Massachusetts felt a very deep inter- || 


not act upon it in obedience to the declared will 


It seemed 


to the people who made those calls for action, | 


| if they passed over this bill without acting upon || 
|| it at the 

|| no motion would prevail calculated to delay the 
|| passage of the bill; but that it would be made the 
order of the day for some particular day, and | 


present session of Congress. He hoped 


acted on speedily. 

Mr. HAMER hoped the motion to refer the | 
bill to the Committee of Ways and Means would 
prevail.. He could not see this matter in the light 
which some gentlemen seemed to view it. It 
was said by some gentlemen that the subject 
He would ask why 
Upon what principle 


money in the Treasury, and that there would be 


Well, in order to ascertain this, ought 
not the appropriation bills to be acted upon and 


' settled?—because until then no one could sa 


whether there would be any surplus at all to dis- 
You have bills before the House appro- 


ury. Congress should first act upon those bills, 
so that it would be seen what the surplus was; 
because it might be so small that it would not be 
worth talking about; or, in other words, that it | 
might only be worth talking about for a political 
He would ask why not send it to the 
Committee of Ways and Means—because it was 
directly appertaining to the revenue of the coun- 


|| try and the public treasure of the nation? That 


| 


was no reason why it should go to the Commit- | 


tee of Ways and Means. He believed, then, the 
subject should be referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and hoped 
it would be sent there. 

Mr. GRENNELL said that this bill was to be 
regarded as the great and prominent measure of 
the session; that, for three or four years past, the 
condition of the Treasury, and the condition. and 
sentiment of the country, concurred to show that 
it was necessary a measure of this kind should 
be adopted; and he thought the whole House 
must see the necessity of acting definitely on this 
measure during the present session. From the 

riod of the session at which they had arrived, 

e feared that, if they referred the. bill to one 
of the standing committees, it would lose a 
favorable place upon the Calendar, and lose the 
action of the House. There were involved in 
the subject, according to the opinion of some 
gentlemen, | and constitutional topics; and 
they had heard no motion to refer it to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. The Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands were committed already on the subject, 


| tion of the revenue arising from customs, as well 


| have to modify 
| majority of the 





committee ought to make report as to the condi- 


as from the sales of the public lands. 
be, if the measure was to pass, that you would 

our tariff laws. He trusted a 
aoa would concur in sending 
this bill to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


It might 


Bers] asked if it was necessary that they should 
have any information from one of the standing 
committees. Mr. H. said it ought to be referred, 
for the purpose of collecting such information as 
to enable them to act understandingly. The 
ought to wait to see what disposition would be 
made of other important bills; then they would 
be able to act understandingly and promptly; but | 
before they should act upon it, they should know | 
what amount of money they would be likely to 
have in the Treasury. 

Mr. REYNOLDS, of Illinois, remarked that 
any branch of the subject of the po lands 
was important and interesting to the people in | 
the State of Illinois, and particularly to the sec- 
tion of the State which he had the honor to rep- | 
resent in Congress. On this consideration he 
would detain the House for a few minutes. 

He considered that the reference of the bill from | 
the Senate, having for its object the distribution | 
of the proceeds of the sale of the puplic lands, 
ween to be made to the Committee on Public 

nds. 

He had not long been a member of the House, 
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| ‘ ° . 
_ BERS] objects to the Committee on Public Lands, 


| as they are composed of members from the new 
| States, and are not friendly to the proposition to 
| distribute the proceeds of the sales of the public 


| of members who are more conversant wit 


| 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Cuam- | 


| and had not much attended to the ould dealin éf 


‘| business; butas far as he had observed the progress 


of business, all subjects were referred to the ap- 
propria e committees, 

This course is founded on sound reason and 
good sense. The committees become familiar 


| with the subjects on which they act; and, by a 


long course of examination of subjects of a cer- 
tain class,the committees become more acquainted 


| with the business before them, and more inte]- 


ligent and able to decide correctly in the class of 
cases submitted to them. 

The Committee on the Judiciary became more 
acquainted with the laws of the land, and the 
proper constructions to be given to the laws and 
the Constitution, than any other committee can 
be. 

The same reasoning will apply to any and all 
other committees. 

The subject before the House is more immedi- 


| ately connected with the subject of the public lands 


than it is with any other, and of course should 
be referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
It may be, that the committee may amalgamate 
the two propositions, one to graduate the price of 
the public lands, and the other the distribution 
of the proceeds of the sales. He said he knew 
not what would be the course of the committee 
on that subject, but he would not be surprised if 
the House would adopt such course as to unite 
the two propositions. On this subject, he said, 


| he knew not the opinion of the committee; but 


they may adopt such course, and it would not be 
amiss to let them act on the proposition. 
Mr. R. said that he was anxious that the House 


| should act on evety proposition connected with 


the subject of the public lands during the present 
session of Congress. He did not want the sub- 
ject to remain open any longer; he wanted the 
people to know at once what to depend on. It 
was said that this — was held up before 


| Congress and the people, for a hobby to ride on. 
| Candidates, itis said, mountit, and onit whip into 


office. On this consideration, and for the good 
of the people, he was awxious, very anxious, to 


| bring the subject to a positive close this session. 


It was on this consideration he voted this day 


| against coming to a certain adjournment of Con- 
| gress before this and other important measures 


are acted on. He would rather remain here until 
October next, than to go home without acting on 
these measuses. It was due to the whole people 
of the Union, and particularly to the people of the 
new States, to give thema discussion. He soli- 
cited it strongly, that every subject relating to the 


public lands should be acted on with all conve- 
| nient speed, during the present session of Con- 
| gress. 


_ The gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Caam- 


lands. The committees are generally com —_ 
t 
subject-matters that are appropriate/to the com- 
mittees. 

The Committee on Commerce are composed of 
members from the Atlantic States. Not one is, 
as far as he recollects, taken from the west of the 
mountains; but they are taken from that region of 
country where they are more conversant with, 
and are presumed to know more about, the prin- 
ciples of commerce than any other members. It 
is so with the members composing the Committee 
on Public Lands. They are generally taken from 
the States in which the public domain is situated. 

The formation of the committee can make no 
objection to the reference of the bill to that com- 
mittee. ‘ : 

He could not agree with his friend from Ohio, 

Mr. Hamer,] that the Committee of Ways and 
eans were the most appropriate committee. It 
is ,true, the proceeds of the sales of the lands 
might, in a slight degree, appertain to the legiti- 
mate business of that committee; but the public 
lands were the subsratum on whtich all were 
erected, and were properly referable to the Com- 
ee on = ene 8. < . tel 
is was a subject of grave import, and on 
that consideration should be acted on by the com- 
mittee thatdid know, and were presumed to know, 
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all the various bearings of all subjects in any wise i 
connected with the public lands. Therefore, he 
hoped the bill would be referred to the appropriate 
committee—the Committee on Public Lands. . 

Mr. GRANGER was in favor of the motion to 
refer the bill to a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. It was not many days since 
they were told by the Chairman of the Commit- 
tee of the Judiciary, on bills involving some of 
the strongest constitutional principles that could 
arise, that at that stage of the session, even to 
refer a subject to a Committee of the Whole 
House, was as much as to declare the death war- 
rant of those bills; and sull it was urged, that 
this bill should not only be referred to a commit- 
FF tee, but a committee which was pledged against 
the principles of the bill. The Committee on 
Public Lands had brought another proposition 
before the House; and as to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, if they were to judge of it, it 
was pledoed against this proposition. He wished 
to have the bill to graduate the price of the public 
lands, and this proposition, set side by side in 
committee, and then let each bill stand on its in- 
trinsic merits. 

Mr. LINCOLN was in favor of committing 
the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. He said, let it be referred to 
what committee it might, it would have to come 
back tothe Committee of the W hole on the state of 
the Union, and be discussed there. He then went 
into an argument to show that the subject ought 
not to be referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands, because they had expressed an opinion 
im relation to the subject already. He also argued 
that it should not be sent to the Committee of 
Ways and Means; because if they were to judge 
of the opinions of that committee by the declara- 
tions of its chairman—that that committee was 
4 decidediy hostile to this measure, he would as | 
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i soon vote against the bill as to send it to a com- 
4 mittee who were pledged to make an unfavorable 
; report thereon; therefore, believing that they | 


were as well prepared to act now as after a report 
should be made from a gommittee, he would vote 
to refer it to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. GILLET obtained the floor, and spoke for 
a few moments in support of his motion to refer 
the bill to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
He contended that the duties of the Committee | 
on the Public Lands were different from the sub- 
ject contained in the bill, and read the rule of the 

ouse in support of this position. He then read 
the rule defining the duties of the Committee of + 
Ways and Means, and contended that the duties 
of that committee made it necessary to refer the 
subject to that committee. 

‘The CHAIR here announced the arrival of the 
hour for proceeding to the orders of the day. 

Mr. MORRIS moved that the rule be suspended | 
for the purpose of continuing the consideration | 
; of the measure then before the House; and, upon 
. that motion, called for the yeas and nays; subse- 

; quently he withdrew the call for the yeas and | 


nays, and the motion to suspend was lost. 


DEFENSE OF THE WESTERN FRONTIER. 

The House then proceeded to the execution of 
the special order adopted some days since, and 
went into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Parker in the chair,) |! 
‘on the following bill: 1] 


HARE 


1} 
i] 
| 

| 
i| 


PRET he 


1] 
A Bill to provide for the panes protection of the western || 
rontier: 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
President be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause to | 
be surveyed and opened a military rvad, from some point | 
upon the rigtitt bank of the Mississippi river, between the |! 
mouth of the St. Peters and the mouth of the Des Moines | 
“ivers, upon such route as may —— best calculated to 
eifect the purposes of this act, to Red river. 
Sec. 2. ind be it further enacted, Thut the said road shall 
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Arkansas, and shall be so constructed as to enable troops to 
move along the same with proper facility ; and the following 
mode of constructiou shall be adopted, subject to such afer- 
ations and additions as the President may, from time to | 
time, direct to be made. The timber shall be cat down to a | 
: reasonable width, and the wet and marshy places shall be 
= causewayed or otherwise rendered passable ; cheap bridges — 
a shall be erected over the smaller streams, not having good 
fords across them; and, where it may be found necessary, 
wNSEC. 3. sed be Wt further enacted, ‘That’ military | 
0. 3. posts 
shal! be constructed at such places along the said road as, 


| protection of the fronticr, and for the preservation of the 
| pecessary communication. 


| To the Senate and House of Representatives : 


|| on this subject, will be speedily realized. No proper exer- 
| tion of mine shall be wanting to efface the remembrance of 
|| those misconceptions that have temporarily interrupted the 


Union, (Mr. Mann, of New York, inthe chair,) who (he said) had answered eve 


| 
| 
pass west of the State of Missouri and of the Territory of | 
| 
i| 
} 
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in the opinion of the President, may be most proper for the 





Sno. 4. Ind be it further enacted, That the troops of the || 
United States shall be employed in performing the labor 
herein required, whenever, in the opinion of the President, 
the same can be done with a just regard to their other du- 
ties; and the other labor rendered necessary shall be pro- 
cured in such manner as the President may direct. 

Sec. 5. Ind be it further enacted, That the sum of one 
hundred thousand dollars shall be, and the same is hereby 
appropriated, to be applied towards the accomplishment of 
the objects specified by this act. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, made a brief || 
ei of the object of the bill. 
| 


r. VINTON doubted the power of the House 
to make this road through the Indian country. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, suggested an amend- 
ment which he thought would meet the gentle- 
man’s objection; which was to strike out the 
words from the second section, ‘* shall pass west 
of the State of Missouri and of the Territory of 
Arkansas.”’ 

Mr. VINTON replied that that would not al- 
together remove his objection to the clause. 

Mr. McK AY then moved to amend the section, 
by inserting after the word Arkansas, ‘* on con- 
dition that the consent of the Indian tribes through 
whose territory it shall pass, shall be previously 
obtained; and if such assent of said tribes cannot 
be obtained, then the road shall be made east of 
the western boundaries of said State and Terri- 
tory.”’ 

Mr. VINTON approved of that amendment. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, should 
vote against the amendment, because he thought || 
it better in no case to construct a road through 
the Indian count y, either with or without the 
consent of the tribes. 

The amendment was further discussed by 
Messrs. HUNTSMAN, HARRISON of Mis- 
souri, EVERETT, ASHLEY, WHITTLE- 
SEY ot Ohio, and THOMSON of Ohio. 

‘The amendment was then agreed to; and the 
bill was laid aside. 

The committee then took up and considered 
the bill for the construction of an arsenal in the | 
State of North Carolina; which was laid aside. | 

The bill for the repairs and improvements of | 
the United States arsenal at Charleston, South 
Carolina, was then taken up and considered, and 
the blank filled up with $20,000. 

The committe then rose, and reported the fore- 





| 


going bills to the House. 

The SPEAKER having resumed the chair, 
communicated to the House the following mes- 
sage from the President of the United States: 

: Wasuineton, May 10,1835. 


[utormation has been received at tie Treasury Depart- 
mentthat the four installments under our treaty with France 
have been paid to the agent of the United States. Io com- 
municating this s2tisiaciory termination of the controversy 
with France, I feel assured that both Houses of Congress 
will unite with me in desiring and believing that the anti- 
cipations of a restoration of the ancient cordial relations 
between the two countries, expressed in my former message | 

' 


accustomed intercourse between them. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 


The House, in further execution of the special 
order of the 26th of January, resolved itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


{ 


and continued the consideration of the bill || 
making appropriations for certain fortifications || 
of the Tinted tates for the year 1836. 
The question pending was the amendment of || 
Mr. CamBRELENG, to appropriate $700,000 for the 
armament of the fortifications, in addition to the | 
amount appropriated in the bill making appropri- |, 
ations for the support of the Ageny 9 1836. 
Mr. McCOM & who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the committee at length. He had ap- 
proved of the policy of Andrew Jackson ‘up to 
the time of the removal of the deposits, and was 
| one of the earliest supporters of his Administra- 
‘tien. In that seokediey only he had differed with 


him, but he had always believed his motives to 


| be pure and patriotic, and had never taken: ea 
in those deep and heavy denunciations that had 


been bestowed upon the President for that act. | 


With reference to the presidential election, he 


| tion to their Federal population. 
| to graduate the price of the public lands, and ulti- 


| of the nation to the old States. 


_ Federal Government. 


said that neither of the candidates now in the field 
would be his choice, if he had the power to make 
the selection. As to Mr. Van Buren, he was 
one of the legislative caucus in Virginia who had 
brought him forward for the vice presidency. 
The question he wished to discuss principally 
wus that of the surplus revenue; in other words, 
the war now waging against the public Treasury, 
There were various propositions for the disposi- 
tion of this revenue. The first was, to spend all 
of it in a general systen of national defense. The 
second proposition before the country was, to 
distribute it among the several States in propor- 
Another was, 


mately surrender the public domain to the States 
in which it was located. The other was, to vest 
it all in railroad stocks, for the purpose of facil- 
itating the transportation of the mail. With re- 
gard to the first proposition, to expend it in con- 
structing a general plan of defense of the country, 
though he was disposed to make liberal appro- 
priations for that object, he was convinced the 
surplus revenue that would necessarily acerue in 
the public Treasury, until the expiration of the 
compromise bill, could not be so appropriated 
without endangering the liberties of the country, 
and jeopardizing the principles of our institutions, 
As to the railroad scheme, he really thought it 
need only be named for every man of every party 
to stamp it with the seal of reprobation. Of all 
the propositions that would ever have suggested 
itself to his mind, this certainly would have been 
the very, very last. As tothe plan of graduation 
in price, and the surrender of the public lands to 
the new States, it had some plausibility in it, but 


| it was a plan he disapproved of. 


He reviewed this project at some length, and 
stated at large his objections to it. He was sat- 
isfied that the lands could not be surrendered to 
the new States without violating the pledged faith 
He would have 
the new States to bear this fact in mind, that if 
the General Government had the power to recede, 
it had also the power to retrocede the public lands. 
‘The power to do one necessarily involved the 
power to do the other, 

Mr. McC. wasin favor of a plan of distribution 
in a different way from this. He was in favor of 
it upon the doctrine laid down and recommended 
by General Jackson, and he considered that gen- 
tleman high authority, at least in that House. 
General Jackson had decreed that internal im- 
provements by the General Government should 
cease, and he would deserve the nation’s grati- 
tude for arresting that system. To carry out 


| that principle, Mr. McC. then went on to show 


that the best mode of disposing of the surplus rev- 
enue was to distribute it among the States for the 
pernopes of internal improvement, to be expended 

y them. He controverted the argument that 
this project would tend to weaken the States, or 
have the effect of making them suppliants to the 
On the contrary it would 
strengthen the State Governments, and be more 
likely to weaken the Federal Government. On 


this point he dwelt at some length, and stated 
_ what he conceived to be the advantages of this 
_mode of disposing of the surplus revenue, by 


giving life to works of internal improvements of 
vast extent and indispensable utility, He referred 
to General Jackson’s message on the subject, 
objection urged 


against the plan of which Mr. McC. was the ad- 


| yocate, contending, as he did, that the President’s 


plan was identical with his own. He then re- 
viewed a variety of other topics of public policy, 
the tariff question, the deposit question, and the 
Bank of the United States, contrasting the pres- 
ent mode of keeping the public moneys, in which 
no one could tell where they were, or whether 
they were safe or not, with that of having them 
in a depository at all times under the direction 
and inimediate control of the Government. He 
would not go so far as to say that the moneys 
were unsafe at present, but he knew nothing about 
them, further than they were understood to be in 


the management ofa certain Reuben M. Whitney, 
** chief cook and bottle-washer’’ to the concern. 
Certainly, nothing had yet been seen of those 


oceans of gold. were to the country in 
cnineagneies of Re ernalat toe depoua. the 
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effect had been just the reverse, for the paper cir- referred to a case that occurred in Pennsylvania. | which was referred to the Committee on Rovolu- 


culation had more than doubled during the last 
three years. In 1832, there were three hundred 
and thirty banks in the country, with a circula- 
tion of $60,000,000; in 1835, the number of banks | 
had increased to six hundred and four, having a | 
circulation of $200,000,000, and they had greatly 
augmented since that return. He then adverted 
to the French question; and while he admitted 
the French Government was wrong, he condemned 
the course of the President in recommending re- | 
risals, as it was calculated to increase the diffi- 
culties between the two countries. After some | 
further remarks, Mr. McC., feeling himself ex- 
hausted, briefly passed over the other topics, and 
concluded by again expressing his preference to 
the plan of disposition of the surplus revenue by 


distributing it among the States, instead of ex- || 


pending million after million in vast objects of | 
public works, the expediency or necessity of 
which was very questionable. 

Mr. TOWNS then obtained the floor, and on | 
his motion the committee rose and reported to | 
the House. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


the bill making appropriations for the naval ser- | 
vice for the year 1836. 

The amendment was as follows: The Senate | 
had inserted an additional clause in the bill pro- | 
viding for an exploring expedition to the South || 
sea; the House had amended it substantially by | 
authorizing the President of the United States to | 
send out the said expedition, ‘‘ if, in his opinion, 
the public interest shall require it.”’ The bill being | 
returned to the Senate, they had stricken out the || 
words in italics, thereby making it imperative on | 
the President, or taking from him any discre- | 
tion on the subject. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved that the House | 


recede. 

Mr. JARVIS hoped the House would not re- | 
cede. He was for leaving it to the discretion of | 
the President, because the House were not at | 
present in possession of facts sufficient to justify | 
them in directing the expedition to be undertaken 


House took up the amendment of the Senate to 
| 


| The constitution of that State provided that the 
| Governor **may”’ remove the judges; and ina 
| controversy on the meaning of that word between 
| the Governor and the Legislature, the Governor 
told them that the word *‘ may’’ sometimes meant 
** will not.” 

Mr. GRAVES remarked: In reply to the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, {Mr. ‘Apams,] he 





had only to say, that it seemed to him todevolve | 


very naturally on the enemies of the measure to 
see as many guards thrown around the expendi- 
ture as was practicable. But the gentleman says 
that the amendment of the Senate does not change 


'| in substance the bill as amended by this House, 
| and that the word ‘*they,”’ used in the bill, left | 


the subject as entirely in the discretion of the 
President, as the words, ‘* if, in his opinion, the 
| public service requires.’’ Now, sir, this is truly 
|astrange doctrine, considering the source from 
which it comes; for that gentleman, since this 
session, has objected to the phraseology of bills 


asta by this House, because the words ‘‘is | 
i 


ereby required,’’ were inserted after the word 


| **may;’’ and now that a favorite measure of his 
| has come up, and depends forits passage, perhaps, 
| upona different ground, the gentleman abandons 


his former principles, and says, in effect, that his 
former opinions were all wrong, and that the 
effect of his former favorite phraseology places 
all the duties imposed upon the President by the 
language usually employed by acts of Congress, 
entirely in his discretion. 

The point was further discussed by Messrs. 
JUDSON, MANN of New York, MERCER, 
ADAMS, and HUNTSMAN. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then modified his mo- 
tion by moving that the House ‘*concur’’ with 
the Senate in their amendment. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. JOHNSON 


FRENCH, and ADAMS, 
Mr. McKIM demanded the previous question. 
Mr. VINTON moved that the House adjourn; 
which was negatived—ayes 54, noes 81. 
The previous question was then seconded by 
the House—ayes 86, noes not counted. 
The main question was then ordered to be put. 
The main question was on concurring with 





immediately. | 
Mr. VINTON moved that the House adjourn; | 
which was lost. 
Mr. JARVIS resumed his opposition to the | 
motion then pending to recede, and also to the | 
object of the whole amendment, for he thought it | 
neither expedient to embark in such an expedi- | 
tion, nor could he anticipate any of those splendid | 
advantages which some gentlemen promised them- 
selves. He was for leaving it, atleast, to the dis- | 
cretionary power of the President, who would not | 
shrink from the responsibility. | 
Mr. ADAMS contended that the word * au- | 
thorized”? in the amendment left it sufficiently 
discretionary with the President. He conceived | 
the bill to be the same in effect, whether the words | 
struck out by the Senate were retained or not; | 
the whole would still be left entirely at his discre- | 


tion. 
Mr. JARVIS then withdrew his opposition to | 
the motion. | 
Mr. MERCER contended that the word “ au- | 
thorize’’ was, inparliamentary phraseology, asim- | 
rative on the President as the word ‘‘ require.’’ | 
he word “authorize” was always used when | 
the President was required to perform any act; 
but if it was intended to leave it discretiona 
with the Executive, the words should be retained. 
Mr. GRAVES remarked that he hoped the 
House would not agree with the amendment of 
the Senate, because he was convinced that many 
members had voted for the bill in consequence of 
the amendment which wis made to it by this 
House, and which the Senate had stricken out; 
for many who had not the necessary means to 
satisfy themselves of the necessity of the meas- 
ure voted for it froma confidence they had in the 
President, and from a belief that he would not | 
incur the responsibility of the expenditure with- | 
out good reasons. 
r. ADAMS rejoined, that an authority to do_ 
a thing did not necessarily imply an imperative 
obligation to do it. As an illustration of this he 





| 


the Senate in their proposed amendment; and, 
thereon, 

Mr. HOPKINS asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered; and the question was de- 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 8U, nays 65. 

So the amendment of the Senate was concurred 
in by the House. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, 

The House then adjourned at a few minutes 
before six o’clock, p. m. 


IN. SENATE. 
Wepnespay, May 11, 1836. 


Mr. BLACK presented the petitions of Wil- 
liam Y¥. Yerby and Thomas Taylor; which were 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Michael 
Burbois, praying remuneration for property taken 
by the United States; which was referred to the 

ommittee on Claims. 

Mr. L. also presented the petition of Alphonso 
Whetmore, praying for a reconsideration of his 
case; which was referred to the same commit- 
tee. 

Mr. BENTON presented four petitions from 
Philadelphia, numerously signed, asking the inter- 
ference of the Government of the United States 
in behalf of Texas, and also praying Congress 
to recognize its independence; which were laid on 
the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HENDRICKS presented the petition of 
sundry inhabitants of the village of St. Joseph’s, 


in Michigan, asking of Congress vurious appro- | 


‘priations for building a bridge over the St. Jo- 
seph’s river, and for the completion of several 
roads therein named; which was referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. H. also presented the petition and docu- 


|| ments of the executors of Lawrent Bassadore, | 


deceased, praying compensation for property 
seized and a cropiinted to public use oe George 
Rogers Clarke, at Vincennes, in the year 1786; 


of Tennessee, CAMBRELENG, MERCER, | 


| tionary Claims. 

_ Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of 
Hannah Caldwell, widow of Lieutenant Cald- 
well, of the Navy, praying for arrearages of pen- 
sion; which was referred to the Committes on 
Naval Affairs. 


RESOLUTIONS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. SWIFT submitted the following resolu- 
| tion; which was considered, and agreed to: 
| Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 
| to inquire into the expedicucy of placing‘the name of Wile 

liam Coley, a revoluuionary officer, on the pension roll, al- 
lowing him a pension according to the provisions of the pen- 
sion act of 1832. 

Mr. HUBBARD submitted the folowing res- 

| olution; which lies on the table one day: 
| Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 
| to inquire into the expediency of granting a pension to Bb- 
| enezer Stanell, under the act of January, 1832, or of re- 
| storing him to the list of revolutionary pensioners under the 
| act of Congress of March 18, 1818. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Foreign 

| Relations, to which had been. referred the mes- 
sage of the President of the United States on the 

| subject of the boundary line between the United 
States and Mexico, reported a bill to provide for 
carrying into effect the treaty of limits between 
the United States and Mexico; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading, and, by unan- 

| imous consent, read the second time and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to whom the same had been referred, re- 
ported the bill from the House making appro- 
priations for the defense of the western frontier, 

| with amendments; which were read. 

Mr. EWING, of Ohio, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, made an adverse report on the bill 
|| from the House for the relief of the heirs of John 
| Braham. 
| Mr. E. also, from the same committee, reported 
| a bill to establish a surveyor gencral’s office for 
| the Territory of Wisconsin; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. E., the Committee on Public 
Lands were discharged from the further consid- 
| eration of the petition of James Jones. 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was recommitted the bill 
to authorize the President to accept of the ser- 
| vices of volunteers for the defense of the frontiers, 
reported the same with amendments. 


MAP OF FLORIDA. 

| The resolution submitted by Mr. Ronsivs, 
|| authorizing the Committee on the Library to 
| procure a number of copies of the map of the seat 


of war in Florida, was considered, and agreed to. 
CENSURE ON THE PRESIDENT. 


| The resolution submitted by Mr. Wuurte to 
/rescind and annul a certain resolution of the 
| Senate, censuring the conduct of the Executive 
for his removal of the deposits from the Bank of 
| the United States, was taken up for consideration. 
| Mr. WHITE considered it his duty to propose 
| this resolution, and was ready to submit the 
| reasons why he considered it his duty to offer it. 
| Although it was his wish to discuss it, it was not 
| his desire to have it interfere with any of the 
|, appropriation bills, and he would be content with 
| a postponement of it to a future day. 

| Mr. BENTON said he was desirous of pro- 
| ceeding to the considcration of the fortification 
‘| bill; and 

‘|| Mr. WHITE said that he did not wish to be 
| charged with delaying any of the appropriation 
| bills, and would move to postpone his resolution 
|| till next Monday. : 
‘| On motion of Mr. WHITE, the resolution 
|| was then laid on the table. 


BILLS READ A THIRD TIME. 


|| The bills that were -yesterday ordered to a 
|| third reading were severally read the third time, 
| and 
FORTIFICATION BILL. 


| On motion of Mr. BENTON, the bill making 
appropriations for the purchase of sites for the 
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of fortifications, was taken up. 
On motion of Mr. B., the followingitems were 
stricken out of the bill in pursuance of the rec- | 
ommendations in the report of the Secretary of 
War: 


For fortifications at Provincetown.........++++ 85 
For works on the Delaware at the outlet of the 
Chesapeake and Delaware canal...........+++ +++» 50,000 
For fortifications to cover the artificial harbor at 
Cape Henlopen ..........0eeecees scenes vodens anes 150,000 
For a fort at Cedar Point on the Patuxent river. .100,000 
For fortifications at the mouth of the St. Mary’s 
river, Georgia........ . 50,000 


For steam batteries, to strike outthe appropriation 
of $660,000, and insert 100,000, making a deduction 
in this item of..........+6 © veces pceboncees see eee 260,000 

Mr. B. moved further to amend the bill by 
adding an additional section making an appropri- 
ation of $30,000 for defraying the expenses of a 
board of officers to examine sites, make surveys, 
&c., for the purpose of ascertaining the best plan | 
of fortifications, and the most eligible situations | 
for them; which motion was carried. 

Mr. B. then submitted the following amend- | 
ment: 

To strike out $101,000 for fortifications at Penobscot bay, 
and insert $75,000 for the year 1836, and $75,000 for the 
year 1837. 

Mr. B. observed that this was in pursuance of | 
the recommendations of the Secretary of War, 
that, when appropriations are to be made for for- 
tifications, it would be better for the public service | 
to make the whole appropriation at once, so that | 
the officers might know the extent to which they |! 
were to go, and that the works might not be de- || 
layed by waiting for appropriations, as had been | 
the ease heretofore. The principle introduced in | 
this bill was to provide in one year for what was | 
proposed to be done in two years. The object |, 
was, to prevent delay in commencing the work | 
early in the season. The officers employed to | 
carry it on would have time to engage persons to || 
do it, and to invite competition; whereas, when || 
delayed to the summer, they had to employ la- | 
borers at an advanced price, and the consequence || 
was, that the same amount of work cost the Gov- || 
ernment more than it ought to. 

Mr. WHITE understood the recommendations || 
of the Secretary of War were to appropriate such 
sums as would be necessary to finish the fortifi- || 
cations already commenced, and to reéxamine 
the whole system under a board of examination |) 
for that purpose. He believed we ought to re- | 
examine it, to see whether the plan might not be || 
reduced to one of greater economy. In his (Mr. | 
W.’s) view, they ought to strike out every appro- || 

riation to new fortifications in the bill. [Mr. | 

EXTON here remarked, there were nothing but | 
new fortifications in the bill.) To which Mr. W. || 
replied, that he then would go for striking out || 
the whole. The Secretary of War, in his report, 
had said, that ** before any expenses should be | 
incurred for new works, a thorough reéxamina- 
tion should be made,’’ and that he would organize |) 
a board for that purpose. And as to all these 
‘places where he was certain that fortifications || 
would be necessary, he had pointed out a reéx- 
amination of them, to see whether an improve- 
ment in the plan might not be made, and had 
recommended the amount necessary to be ex- | 

nded for those objects. But in no case of new 

ortifications had he recommended an appropria- || 
tion without a reéxamination. Mr. W. was 
opposed to the principle of making appropriations 
for a series of years. If made from year to year, 
their expenditure could be better examined; and 
so careful were the framers of the Constitution on 
this point, that there was an express prohibition 
that peennuree should be made for a longer 
period than two years. He was opposed to all 
new appropriations until they had the benefit of 
new and improved plans. 

After some remarks from Mr. RUGGLES, 

Mr. SOUTHARD said that the position in | 
which the bill under consideration was now 

laced, induced him to make a very few remarks, | 
Lie views on the bill having been pretty fully | 
given on a former occasion. 

When this bill was taken up this morning, the 
Senator from Missouri [Mr. Benton] had moved 
to strike out various appropriations, amounting 
to something more than a million of dollars, 
making a reduction of that sum from the amount | 








| that amendment, offered this morning, in relation 
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 aildnetdon of materiale, and for-the construction || of appropriations in. bill which they were 20 || new works, then before them; and ihe other wa, 


” erations in a bill which they were so new works, then before them; and the other was 
confident 


called on a short time since to eee 
He thought that perhaps, by a little further delay, 
they might possibly find another million stricken | 
out. So far as it regarded the million having | 
been stricken out, he had no objection, and pane 
not have objected to the process being carried on 
further. 

There was now a new principle proposed; which 
was that the new work be commenced, and ap- 
propriating the whole amount, and dividing it into 
two years, and the next appropriation into three 
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fortifications being commenced before old ones | 
were completed. He believed it to be the true 
policy of the country to complete the old ones | 
first, because they were the primary ones, and | 


the most important to the country; and if neg- | 


lected, they will fall to ruin. He would have no | 
difficulty in voting for appropriations to complete 


them, provided they were not so large as that they || 
| could not be economically expended. As no ap- 


ropriations were made last year, it would perhaps 
€ proper to increase the ordinary appropriations | 


for this year. But there was a certain limit be- || the number of officers now in the corps was 


yond which they could not go without they were 


| ations for such fortifications as were 


| the customary fortification bill, a peprepei- 

realy in a 
_ state of progress. Upon looking at the report, it 
_ plainly appeared that the Secretary recommended 
, (all apprehensions of a war with a foreign Power 
| having ceased, and there being full time for the 
_ necessary preparations and examinations for new 
| works) that appropriations for these should be 
suspended till such examinations were made; 


| while he advised that they should progress as 


| rapidly as circumstances would permit, with the 
years. He (Mr.S.) had atleast doubts as to new | 
| 
| 


works already begun. Immediately after, the 
Secretary recommended the creation of a board 


| of officers for the examinatign, as well of the old 


works as for surveys and examinations for con- 
templated new ones, to determine on the best 
plans for improving the one, and for commenc.ng 
and completing the other. The Secretary also 
| said, that if the appropriations were early made, 
most of the new works could be put in operation 
this season; but he went on to add, that unless 


| the corps of engineers was increased, it would be 


unnecessary to make any appropriations, because 


barely sufficient to attend to the completion of 


regardless ofeconomy. He felt reluctant to com- || the old works; and as there would be no officers 


mence any new fortifications, unless they could | 


/go on with the old ones; and, according to the | 


| to superintend the disbursement of the money, it 
must lie idle. Mr. W. here made quotations 


reports, they could not command the labor of the || from the report of the Secretary of War. His 


country beyond the completion of the old fortifi- || interpretation of this report was, that the Secre- 
cations, without pressing upon the business and || tary recommended that they should create this 


interests of the country. He was of the opinion 
that all that could be expended the present year, 


| might be expended in completing and arming the || makin 
old fortifications. If it were true that injustice | 


had been done to Maine, or that injustice had been | 


done to New Jersey, let justice (he said) be done | 


to them hereafter. Mr. 8S. spoke of a change in 
the opinions of public officers in regard to the 
system of fortifications, and of the great number 
of men necessary to be armed in occupying them. 


| Every day was adding nerve to the arm of our 


defense in our increase of wealth and population, 


_and there was consequently a great change in the 
| necessity of carrying out that system to its full || 


extent. Then the difficulty was as to what point 


they should stop at. The Secretary of War did | 


not think it necessary to carry on that system. 


| ‘Take Penobscot, or any other place mentioned 
in the bill, and (he asked) was the system of for- | 
| tification proposed for that point precisely such 


as they would otegt at this day? He regarded 


to the board of officers, worth more than the whole 
bill. -Mr.S. said the time would come when our 
whole coast would be defended with steam. Our 
batterics on the coast would be floating batteries, 
instead of batteries on land. Batteries on our 


| inlets and peninsula bays, as they were termed, 


would be worth more than in any other location. 
They needed information on both these points. 
The Senator from Maine, in speaking of the delay 


of the defenses of the country, had asked where 


was the fortification bill? He, (Mr. S.,) too, 
asked where it was? He meant the ordinary for- 
tification bill. Here was a bill on their tables, 
not originating in the House of Representatives, 
where the fortification bill usually originated, but 


| which was called a fortification bill. He under- 
| stood the ordinary fortification bill was now on 


their tables, and he would therefore prefer that this 
bill should be delayed until it was acted on. He 
must vote against this whole bill, if compelled to 
vote now, with the exception of the provisions 
for surveys and steam batteries. He intended 
to sosueee that the bill be laid on the table; as 
$1,000,000 of the appropriation had been stricken 
out, he was not prepared to say what would be 
the effect on the remainder, 

Mr. WHITE thought that it would be very 
unwise to adopt any plan for fortifications whic 
there was danger they might have to abandon 


|| hereafter. The plan ought to be well considered, 


estimates and surveys furnished, and all the 
necessary information obtained from scientificand 
practical men, before they commenced expend- 
itures for such important works as were intended 
to endure for ages. It would be remaked, that 
when the report of the Secretary of War was 
brought in two plans were before Co ; one 
was, the bill making appropriations for entirely 


KS 
o 
™ 

@ 


| board of officers for examinations and surveys, 


and, in the mean time, appropriate $100,000 for 
experiments for the improvement of 
| Steam batteries, and go on as rapidly as possible 
| with the old works. We would then get the 
'| advantage of all the improvements in steam ma- 
| chinery that were advancing from day to day; 
| have the benefit of the information and suggest- 
'| ions of this board of officers, and, at the same 
'| time, have the country protected to a considerable 
| extent by the completion of the old works. Wh 
| should they, he asked, deprive themselves of al} 
‘these advantages, at a time when there was no 
prospect of hostility from any foreign Power, b 
unnecessary haste? It did seem to him that it 
would be an unwise and improvident expendi- 
ture of money to commence any new works that 
they might find it necessary hereafter to abandon, 
because not adapted to the situation of the coun- 
try, the improvements of the age, and the purposcs 
for which they were intended. 
Mr. SHEPLEY contended that the opinion of 
the Secretary of War had been misconstrued. 
_ He thought the Secretary had declared the reverse 
, of an opinion that we should not proceed with 
| new fortifications during the present year. Mr. 
| S. adverted to the language of the report of that 


i 


1} 





officer, in which he had said that it could not be 
|| doubted that fortifications at certain points, des- 
ignated in this bill, would be necessary, and that 
| it would be to the interest of the country that they 
| beconstructed. Here, then, was a decided opinion 
| expressed in favor of these new fortifications; and, 
|| let the vote be what it might, he hoped, if it was 
against the bill, it would not be claimed to be 
' based on the position that it was in accordance 
|| with the recommendation of the Secretary of War. 
| There were none so blind as those who would not 
see. But for those who desired to come to the 
'| light in regard to the fortifications at Penobscot 
| bay, they would find that all had been done there 
that could throw any light on the subject. An 
/examination in detail had been made, and no 
| further knowledge could be acquired, They had 
| all the necessary information before them now in 
| relation to the necessity, importance, and expense 
| of the work. 

Mr. SOUTHARD said, as there had been up- 
wards of a million of dollars of the appropriations 
stricken out of the bill by various amendments, 

abuk changed the features of it, and in order 
that they might better understand the bill as 
amended, he would move to lay it on the table, 
and that it be printed in its amended form. —_ 

Mr. WE ER said he wished to see the bil] 
as it then stood, and hoped the motion to print 
would prevail. 

Mr. BENTON observed that it was wholly 
unnecessary to lay the bill on the table for the 


purpose of printing it. Any gentleman might in 
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a moment see it in the shape in which it then 
stood, by getting from the Secretary the items 
that were stricken out, and drawing his pen | 
through them on the bill which belonged to his | 
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le. 
" Mr. EWING moved that the Senate adjourn; 
which was lost—ayes 17, noes 21. : 

Mr. SOUTHARD then withdrew his motion 
to lay the bill on the table, and moved to print the 
amendments. 

This motion was also lost—ayes 17, nays 21. 

On motion of Mr. KING, of Alabama, the 
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Senate then proceeded to the consideration of || 


executive business; after which, it adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepvespay, May 11, 1836. 
Petitions and memorials were presented, on 





copies proposed unnecessarily large. He named 
two thousand. 

Mr. HAWES was in favor of the largest num- 
ber. The subject was one of importance to the 
whole southern country, 

Mr. VINTON objected to printing so large a 
number. There were but afew hundred persons 


| interested in these claims, and these were con- 


fined to a particular district of the country. This 
report was of no sort of importance or interest 
to the citizens of Ohio, New York, Massachu- 
setts, and most of the other States; and he knew 
no reason why five thousand extra copies should 


| be printed. 


| pointed out the character of evidence which was | 


leave, by Messrs. WHITTLESEY of Connec- |, 
ticut, FRY, REYNOLDS of Illinois, INGER- 


SOLL, CHAMBERS of Kentucky, MILLER, | 
and DICKERSON.’ 

a Reynotps presented the claims of Messrs. 
John Newton, John Randleman, and others, 
claimants for horses lost in the campaign of 1832, 
against the hostile Indians in the State of Illinois. 
Said claimants were members of Captain Craig’s 
company of mounted volunteers, and pray relief. 

Mr. Cuamsers asked and obtained leave to | 
present the memorial of the trustecs and faculty | 
of Augusta college, praying an endowment of 
the incorporated colleges of the United States out | 
of the public lands; which, on his motion, was 
committed to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Mixer presented the petition of the 
trustees and faculty of Dickinson college, in the | 


State of Pennsylvania, asking that a portion || 


of the public lands may be appropriated in aid | 
of the several incorporated colleges within the | 


United States. ] 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


On motion of Mr. SHIELDS, the Committee 
of the Whole was discharged from the further 
consideration of the bill to provide for paying 
certain pensioners of the United States at Pulaski, 


Tennessee; and the same was read twice,amended, || fer from the United States, property to a large 


|| amount, they are found opposing the general cir- | 


|| culation which such a document on such a sub- 
ary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of || 


and ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 
Mr. FRY, from the Committee on Revolution- 


Balaam Bowens, of Virginia; which was read 
twice, and comniitted. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee on Claims, reported the following resolu- 
tion; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be discharged 
from the further consideration of the claim of Spaulding & 
Irwin, for extra work for painting the Potomac bridge, and 
that the same be referred to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
to settle and pay as he would have done if he had not re- 
ported to Congress the entire cost of said bridge. 

Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, made a report, accompanied by a bill for 
the adjustment of certain claims to reservations 
of land under the 14th article of the treaty of 
1830, with the Choctaw Indians; which. was read | 
twice, and committed. 

Mr. CLAIBORNE, of Mississippi, remarked 
that this report and bill were of great importance 
to his constituents, and to the Union generally. 
Property to an immense amount was involved, 
as well as the reputations of many of his con- 
stituents. The report, he had no doubt, coming 
from so intelligent a committee, and from the pen 
of its distinguished chairman, would place the 
whole subject ina clear and satisfactory light; 
would cnakin the people to understand all the de- 
tails and ramifications of this extensive specula- 
tion, and go far to quiet the excitement that 
existed on the subject. He hoped the House 
would indulge him with the printing of five thou- 
sand extra copies of the report and bill. It was 
a very unusual number, but the extraordinary in- 
terest of the subject would justify it. 

he motion was received; and the Chair stated 
that it would, under the rule, lie over one day. 

Mr. CLAIBORNE asked the House to con- 
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| 
| 


sider the motion at that time; which being ob- || that their claim be referred to the Secretary of 


jected to, he moved to suspend the rules for the 


pu: stated; which was agent to. 
r. PARKER thought the number of extra 


|| necessary to a correct decision upon the claims 
| referred to. 


Mr. HAWES said a great deal of testimony | 
would have to be taken in the State of Missis- 
sippi on the subject of these claims. The report 
required, and that document should be extensively 
circulated, for the purpose of eliciting testimony 


Mr. GRENNELL said this was a subject 


|| which had heretofore produced much excitement 


| and conversation. As it was about being brought 
| to a close, and as the people in all parts of the 


| country were interested in it, he ho 
|| tion to print the largest number wou 
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ved the mo- 

la prevail. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, adverted to the 

deep interest which was felt upon this subject, 


[ONAL GLOBE. 


|| pital at 


‘ 


and advocated the motion of the gentleman from | 


Mississippt. 
Mr. C 
information of the House, that the claims under 


AIBORNE said he would state, for the | 


the fourteenth article of the treaty of Dancing | 
Rabbit creek involved, as he understood, several | 
hundred thousand acres of the public domain, and || 
was, therefore, a subject of interest to the people | 


| 
| 


| occasions they watched the public lands with || 
| duenna eyes; and now, when a report is made 


| 


| 
| 
| 


1 


of the whole Union. 
contended, a subject exclusively of local interest. 
It was the first time he had seen either the gentle- 


; man from Ohio, [Mr. Vinton,] or the gentleman 


It was not, as gentlemen | 


from New Jersey, (Mr. Parker,] manifest an | 


indifference towards the public lands. On most 


upon a question that will either preserve, or trans- 


j 


} 


ject should have. Mr. C. said he did not ask the | 


rinting of an extra number as a special boon to 
imself or to his constituents. 


f 


If frauds had been 


| committed, they were not committed exclusivel 


| 





| 





| constituents would have to participate in it. 


| of the bill and report was then agreed to. 


| by Mississippians. HisState was swarming with 
foreign speculators; foreign capital to an immense |) 
purchase of | 


amount had been sent there for the 


} 


lands; and he would venture to say, that very few | 


of the permanent citizens of his State had any- || 


|| Ohio, 
It was due to the |, 
| whole country that the subject should be exposed | 

| in all its lights and shadows. 


thing to do with these fourteenth article claims. If |! 


any infamy, any degradation, should follow the | 


there were many gentlemen on this floor whose | 
He | 
therefore insisted on his motion for the printing 

of five thousand additional copies, because he was 
anxious that every constituent he had, and the 





country generally, should see the whole subject || 


in its proper light. p 
The motion to print five thousand extra copie 


s | 

Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill to provide for the speed 
adjustment of claims to grants and reservations 
under Indian treaties; which was read twice and 
comnfitted. 

Mr. BELL, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Silas Fisher; which was read 
twice, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 


neem. , 
INNARD, from the Committee on Rev- 


Mr. 
olutionary Claims, reported the following resolu- 
tion; which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
be discharged from the further consideration of the petition 
of the heirs of Lieutenant William E. Cunningham, and 


ar for set- 
tlement. 


Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, from the 
Committee on Commerce, reported a bill making 


1) 


| the name of Neil MeNeil, of the State of New York, on the 


y || 
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an appropriation for the erection of a marine hos- 
ity Point, Virginia; which was read 
twice and committed, 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Manu- 
factures, reported, with sundry amendments, the 
bill from the Senate to repeal the duties on certain 
articles, and to reduce the duty on others therein 
enumerated; and the same was committed. 

Mr. MARTIN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported without amendment a joint 
resolution from the Senate to confirm certain 
grants made by the State of Geergia to lands in 
the State of Alabama; and the same was com- 
mitted. 

Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of Singleton Ketcham; which was read twice 
and committed. 

Mr. JACKSON, of Massachusetts, from the 
Committee on Roads and Canals, reported a 


| joint resolution appropriating $4,000 for the pur- 


pose of enabling the Secretary of the Navy to 
cause an experiment to be made for applying 
steam power to the navigation of canals upon the 
principles of the invention of Dr. Plantou; which 
was read twice and committed. 

Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported, with sundry amendments, 
a bill frem the Senate for the continuation of the 
Cumberland road in the States of Ohio, Indiana, 
and Iilinois; and the same was committed. 

Mr. PARKS, from the select committee on 
patents and patent rights, reported witheut 
amendment a bill from the Senate to extend a 
patent granted to James Barron; which was com- 
mitted. 

Mr. FORESTER, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of John B. 
Perkins; which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. MERCER asked the consent of the House 
to offer a resolution directing the select commit- 
tee of twenty-four, appointed on the subject of 
contested elections, to inquire into the expediency 
of preparing some other room in the Capitol to 
be occupied as the Representative Hall, 

Objection being made, Mr. MERCER moved 
to suspend the rules; which was negatived—ayes 
97, noes 49; two thirds being necessary. 

Unfavorable reports upon various petitions, 
&e., by Mr. FRY, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions; Mr. WHITTLESEY, of 
from the Committee of Claims; Mr. 
POTTS, from the Committee on Territories; and 
by Mr. PARKS, from the select committee on 
patents and patent rights. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, made an inef- 
fectual attempt to take up the bills to provide for 
the better defense of the western frontiers, and 
in relation to arsenals in North and South Caro- 
lina. 

On motion of Mr PINCKNEY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 


| 


1 U x || to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
exposure of the transactions of this speculation, || 


for a survey of the bar and harbor of Georgetown, South 


| Carolina. 


On motion of Mr. MASON, of Maine, it was 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 


| instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing a pen- 


sion to Daniel H. Crockett, as an invalid soldier ia the last 
war. 

On motion of Mr. MANN, of New York, it 
was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of placing 


pension roll. 


On motion of Mr. GRAVES, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a post route from the town of Bedford, Oldham 
county, to the town of Port William, in Gallatin county, 
Kentucky, and one from the town of New Castle to Port- 
royal, in the county of Henry, Kéntucky. 


A bill from the Senate for the relief of Melanc- 


thon Taylor nee of Virginia, was read 
three tines and passed. 


PROCEEDS OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill from the Senate to distribute the proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands among the several 
States, and to grant lands to certain States. 

Three propositions were pending. The firat 
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was to refer the bill to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union; the second to refer to 
the Committee on Public Lands; and the third, 
that it be referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

Mr. GILLET, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the House at some length in support 
of his motion to refer the bill to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. He could find nothing in | 
the duties of the Committee on Public Lands, as | 


there was a strong reason why they should not 
act speedily—that is, before they dispose of the 
other business before them, involving appropria- 
tions—because they could not, until that business 


| was disposed of, say what amount there would 
be in the Treasury to be divided; and if there 


| would be nothing, they would be 
_ ridiculous situation of having 


defined in the rule which he had read on yester- {| 


day, appertaining to the revenues of the country; 
but that their peculiar duty was to provide for 


taking care of the public lands. The gentleman | 


from Pennsylvania (Mr, Cuampens] had argued || 


that the Committee on Public Lands were not | 
only committed on this subject, but that they | 
were selected generally from the new States. | 
Now, (said Mr. G.,) he would call the attention | 
of thatgeutleman and the House to the formation 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, as the 
majority of that commitiee were not selected from 
the new States; and therefore that committee || 
could not be objectionable on that ground. Six of || 
the members of that committee were from the old 
States; therefore, on thatconsideration, that ought | 
to recommend it strongly to the consideration of | 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania. Another of the 
reasons that the gentleman had urged why the 
bill should net go to the Committee on Public 
Lands was, that that committee had expressed 
an opinion on another measure in relation to the 
ublic Jands. It seemed to Mr. G. that merely | 
vyecause that committee had expressed an opinion 
onanother measure, it should not be disfranchised. 
The Committee of Ways and Means, however, 
were not committed, as they had not brought 
before the House any report, or given any vote 
on any preposition which had committed them 
for or against this measure. It was, too, their 
peculiar duty to attend to the financial concerns 
of the nation, and to see what amount of money 
might be in the Treasury, and to see what prob- 
able calls there would be for that money. If gen- 
tlemen would take notice, a motion had hereto- 


| surplus revenue to distribute. 


tia? because, if he would go for these measures, 
| he most certainly would have a very small amount 
| of surplus to distribute. There was also a pro- 
| position, which was somewhat agitated at the 
| present time, to reduce the postage on newspa- 


| $5,000,000; and it was very important that these 


fore been made to refer this subject to the Com- || 


mitiee of Ways and Means. They would find | 
that the Kentucky resolutions, which had been 
discussed week after week upon each petition 
day, were proposed to be referred to that com- 
mittee; but the reason why his colleague [Mr. 
Grancer]} objected to the Committee of Ways | 
and Means was, because the chairman of that 
committee had said that, at the end of the year, 
there would be no such thing asa surplus revenue 
to dispose of. 

Now, the fact stated by his colleague as a 
reason why the bill should not go to that com- 
mitice, was the very reason why Mr. G. thought 
it should go there, because that committee had || 
charge of all subjects appertaining to the finances | 
of the country; first, as to what amount of money | 
there was in the Treasury; secondly, whether the 
same amount received lust year will be received 
this year; and thirdly, to consider the probable || 
calls which would be made for the money in the 
Treasury. Mr. G. had understood the chairman | 
of that committee to say, that, if Congress made 
the appropriations which were called for by bills || 
then reported, there would be no such thing asa | 
surplus revenue to divide. If it was true that | 
there would be calls for all the money in the || 
Treasury, then certainly the bill ought to be 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, | 
so that they might report and tell the House what || 
calls were to be made for the public money, and | 
show whether the assertions of the chairman of | 
that committee were correct. Most certainly that } 
committee was the proper committee to refer this || 
subject to. Buthis colleague [Mr. Grancer) had || 
argued as another reason why this subject should | 
not go to that committee, because they ought to | 
act promptly and speedily on the subject, and that 


|| have the sales of public lands confined to actual 
|| settlers; and if the sales should be so limited, it 


into the Treasury. Again: there was a propo- 


'| the public lands; and if they passed that 


they now had as much information as if the com- | 


mittee had reporied on the subject. Now, Mr. G. | 
disegreed with his colleague entirely on this sub- | 
ject. Although his colleague might be acquainted | 


laced in the 
a law to dis- 
tribute the surplus revenue when there was none 
to distribute, 


The decision of this question ought to depend | 
/upon the action of the 


|| subjects; and he wished to call the attention of || There were also a number of private claims, 


House on a variety of | 
his colleague [Mr. Grancer] to some of those 
subjects. As that gentleman, he presumed, ex- 
pected to come into power, he (Mr. Guier] 
wished he would give them all the information on 
these various subjects which he could. He would | 
first inquire of him whether he was prepared to | 
go for the defenses of the country—for putting 


| 
|| the country in a state of defense to protect us | 
against any nation and every nation? because, if 


he did, he imagined he would have but a small | 
amount of revenue to distribute. He also wished | 
to know if that gentleman would go for the pro- | 
position in relation to the transportation of the | 
mails on railroads? He thought, if the gentleman 
went for that, there would no such thing as a 


He then further wished to know whether he 


| would go for building custom-houses and court- || 


houses for the accommodation of the Federal 
courts, and for arming and disciplining the mili- 


|| given, among other reasons wh 


|| House. 
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be passed. There was a controversy, too, as to 
the amount of money in the Treasury. Some 
had contended that there were sixteen or sey- 
enteen millions, while others said there was the 
sum of fifty or sixty millions in the Treasury, 
The Committee of Ways and Means then emake 
to leave this subject before the House, and all the 
light upon it which they could give, before they 
passed the bill. There was also a proposition to 
ay off all the French claims prior to 1800; and, 
headen this, the seas supulations would require 
upwards ofseven millions of dollars. 


and many of them did not carry the amount of 
the appropriation made by them on their face, 
| He did not say which of these appropriations he 
should vote for, except the ones for the national 
defense and for arming the militia; but he would 
say, if they passed this bill, distributing the pub- 
| lic revenue, they would prejudge the whole of 

these claims. It seemed to him that they ought 
to refer this bill to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and have a report from that committee in 
relation to the finances of the nation. The gen. 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Lixcoxn] had 
this bill should 
not go to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
| because they would have the influence of a report 
from that committee against it. Now it seemed 
_ to Mr. G. that, if this bill could not stand the test 
of a report from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, or the Committee on Public Lands, it 
/ must be a very doubtful measure indeed. He 


| 





|| apprehended that the country was nos prepared 


| for a measure, if it was to be injured by a report 
|from one of the standing committees of the 
If the measure stood strong in the pub- 
| lic estimation, as gentlemen had said it did, a re- 


pers and pamphlets; and another to make harbors || port from a committee would not kill it; and if it 


and build light-houses; and if the gentleman 
went for these measures, the surplus would be 
greatly diminished. Another proposition before 
them was to make a canal around the Falls of 
Niagara, the estimated expense of which was 


subjects should be settled before they passed a 
law like.the present. 

The CHAIR said the merits of the question 
could not be gone into on a motion to refer the 
subject to a committee. 

Mr. GRANGER hoped his colleague would 
be permitted to proceed. 

Mr. VINTON understood the gentleman as | 
referring to these subjects to show that the bill 
ought to be referred to the Committee of Ways | 
and Means. 

Mr. GILLET resumed: He said they had just 


| passed a bill which contained a proposition to fit | 
' outa South sea expedition, and there was no | 


telling but that they might be called upon to send 
out another expedition before the end of the ses- 


|| inquiries made of him by his colleague. 


could not stand the test of that scrutiny it ought 
not to be passed. 
| 1t was a new thing in that House, that a prop- 
| <i ° - 
|| osition to dispose of the whole of the public treas- 
| ure should not be allowed to take the usual course 
| inthe House. Sucha thing never had been heard 
_ of in that Hall, to endeavor to carry so important 
| a measure without letting it receive the investi- 
gation of acommittee. It was the proper place 
| to refer it to one of the standing committees; and 
| if it should stand the test of that committee, then 
let it come into the House and be discussed in 


|| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union. He thought gentlemen ought to go with 
him in sending this bill to the Committee of Ways 
‘and Means. If it was not able to stand the test 
| of the scrutiny of that committee, then it ought 
| not to pass. 

Mr. BRIGGS obtained the floor, but gave way to 
Mr. GRANGER, who wished to reply to the 
Mr. G. 
| spoke upwards of an hour, in reply to the vari- 





sion. Besides this, there was a disposition to | 


would keep a large amount of money from going 
sition before the House to graduate the pee of 


would diminish the amount of revenue to be re- 
ceived from lands greatly. Now, if the gentle- 


man was for these propositions, he would find that | 
there would be a lessamount of surplus to divide | 
‘| than he imagined. There was besides this a 


proposition to erect an armory of construction in 


the West, and a national foundery to cast cannon, | 
which would take away and diminish the surplus | 


very ¢onsiderably. hen there was another 
9 sores. aes of a distinguished individual, whom 


e imagined his colleague had no doubt he would | 


come into power, which was to apply the surplus 
revenue for the purpose of Soin nieing the blacks. 


It would be well to have the views of his colleague 
on these subjects; and he considered it important 
that these questions should be settled before this 
bill was passed. He would give no opinion on 
any of these subjects, except as to the defense of 
the country, and arming the militia. He had 


with the subject, still that was not the case with | nothing to say as to the merits of the other prop- 
every member of the House, and it certainly was || ositions, because it would be time enough to ex- 
not the case with Mr. G. himself. He had not || press an opinion upon them when they come-up 


made himself so familiar with the subject as his 
colleague seemed to have made himself. 


But |) 


to be acted upon; but before the Treasury should 
be swept of every dollar these questions should 


ill they || 


ous inquiries made of him by his colleague, [Mr. 


|| Gmuer.] He was in favor of appropriations © 





| for arming fortifications on the sea-board, but not 


|| to the extent of the amendment proposed by the 


|| fortification bill. He would, however, expend as 
| much as could be done with economy the present 
ear; say four or five hundred thousand dollars. 
e said thatthe present Administration had gotten 
all the appropriations which they had asked for 
this purpose, and at a time when the country 
was, in their opinion, near being plunged into a 
| war with one of the powerful nations of Europe, 
that they had not a gun on one of their fortifica- 
tions, except at Charleston. 

When Mr. Grancer concluded his remarks, 
|| several gentlemen rose to address the Chair. 
| Mr. BRIGGS obtained the floor. 
| Mr.BYNUM contested the right of Mr. Brices 
|| to the floor. He protested against the principle 
|| that a member should obtain the floor and be per- 
| mitted to yield it to another to make a long speech, 
| (who, having previously spoken on the subject, 
_ was not entitled to the floor until other members, 
| who chose to do so, had spoken,) and then that 
|| the member thus yielding should be permitted to 
_ claim the floor, after having thus yielded it. 
|| The CHAIR had first caught the eye of the 
a yeeney from Massachusetts, [Mr. Brices:] 
I ad any other gentleman risen before the mem- 
| ber from Massachusetts, the floor would have 
|| been given to such individual. 
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